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Running Out of 
Gas? 
      Why do general aviation pilots 
continue to run out of fuel? Is 
complacency the real cause? Is the 

cost of fuel the culprit? Are we flying without 
fear? 

 So many pilots fly off anticipating that they 
have adequate fuel for the flight intended, but ei-
ther fall short or critically close to running out of 
fuel. Many of the excuses for running out of fuel 
include, “I can purchase fuel along the way for 
less”, “I did not expect the winds would be so 
strong”, “I thought I topped it off”, “I told the FBO 
to top it off but they did not do it” and others. 

 In addition, not visually checking your fuel 
tanks or relying on erroneous  readings from faulty 
gauges or engine management systems can lead to 
disaster. We all know that fuel gauges can be off 
by a lot.  The reliability of these instruments alone 
is a contributing factor to many accidents.  

 Making sure that you have an accurate, reli-
able fuel quantity comes from a number of actions 
on your part. First of all it includes being present 
when your plane is refueled. You can observe the 
amount of fuel going into your tanks and make 
sure that the line tech is fueling your plane in ac-
cordance with your instructions. 

                   Many  pilots tell us to leave the fuel 
an inch or  two  below  the neck  of the fuel tank. 
Others want  a  specified  amount  based on 
“tabs” or markings  or gauges inside or outside 
of the plane. Others will have the line tech fuel 
up the tanks completely to the top, probably ex-
pecting to launch on an extended range trip, re-
quiring all the fuel tanks can hold.  

 Everyone that flies knows that improperly 
managed fuel can lead to making an unsched-
uled off airport landing even with fuel onboard, 
thinking you are out of fuel. The only time you 
can be sure of the quantity of fuel you have is 
when the tanks are full or empty. Using the ac-
tual time and known hourly fuel usage is a way 
to positively know the amount of fuel used for a 
given trip and the amount of fuel remaining. 
Managing time, adequate fuel for the airport of 
intended landing, flying to your designated al-
ternate and 45 minutes there after should be ad-
hered to in all cases.  

 It is my opinion that the biggest contributor 
to accidents including those associated with fuel 
starvation results from a lack of “fear” of fly-
ing. Fear is the anxiety one gets when thinking 
of the possibilities of what could go wrong. 
Without fear the pilot will not make for a safe 
flyer.  

 Of course I am not trying to say that the 
fear is so great that it  is shown in an obvious 
manner like fright, horror or alarm. The fear I 
am  talking about is  understanding the reality, 
that flying poses  risks, possible injury or death 
and that as such you must do all you can to mit-
igate such risks each and every time you fly. 
That obviously means taking all measures to 
assure the safety of flight including properly 
determining the  required fuel. 

Have a CAVU day! 

Woody Lesikar  

Airport Manager 

281-492-2130 

woody@westhoustonairport.com 



 

ALL WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT EVENTS/
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY            
POSTPONED  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE: 

 

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL       
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Register by Sunday @ 7PM by calling us at 281-492-2130  
Contact Brandon Carr, bwsmcarr07@gmail.com, once registered     
Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.,  12 week class series Each class a stand alone class. 
No prior reservations needed.  Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation!  Bring a family member for 
half-price.  Start learning to fly today. Call for verification.  281-492-2130 
 

FAA SAFETY MEETING,  
Fourth (4th) Tuesday, 7:00pm  TEMPORARILY POSTPONED   
 

99’s MEETING 
Contact 99’s for meeting information.  
website www.ninety-nines.org.  Carol Brackley—carolav8@att.net 
 

CHECK FOR OPERATIONAL HOURS: 
COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE (CAF)  
Museum open first and third Saturday of the month 10am-3pm.  Meetings 3rd Sunday of  the 
Month  at 2:00 p.m.  Contact email for tours and flight information at rides@houstonwing.org or  
the hangar at 281-579-2131,  info@houstonwing.org.  Volunteers and donations welcome.   
 
TEXAS BIPLANE Exper ience Freedom in the Air  as you fly in an open-cockpit biplane 
over Texas!fly@texasbiplane.com 281-698-7524.  
 
NATIONAL HELICOPTER SOLUTIONS  Helicopter tours, aerial photography, special 
events.  832-844-1860    tjwalz@icloud.com  
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Fuel Price Comparison for June 

       JET A            High    Low   Avg            AVGAS (100LL)       High    Low    Avg  
Southwest Region        6.75    1.80     3.73         Southwest Region          7.19     2.69     4.19 
West Houston Airport    3.20    2.20    2.70       West Houston Airport      4.25     3.25     3.75 
 *With Volume discount                      Published on AirNav.com 

“As The Beacon Turns”  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 AeroVillas lots 8-12 

 Financing Available 

For More Information contact Woody Lesikar at  

281-492-2130, woody@westhoustonairport.com 

www.aerovillas.com or www.westhoustonairport.com 
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CONGRATULATIONS!!  
WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT  
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Christy Graham received her CFII 7/29/2020.  

If you are looking for instrument training 
please call her at 281-492-2130 

Christy Graham CFII 

DPE: Debbie Rihn-Harvey 
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Have your Aircraft Sanitized  
Call: 

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail 
281-330-9813 

www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com 

West Houston Airport,  P.O. Box 941789,  
Houston, Texas 77094-8789 

18000 Groschke Rd.,  Houston, Texas 77084-8789 
Phone: 281-492-2130,  Fax: 281-492-7028   

Email: info@westhoustonairport.com 

 Business or residential 
LOTS for SALE  

BUILD your Hangar   
OWN your property  

Contact Woody 
281-492-2130 

woody@westhoustonairport.com 

Fly for Fuel    
HELP IWS Stranded pilots! To Sign Up: 

Contact Woody 281-492-2130  

West Houston Airport  sells Pa-
per charts, Approach Plates and 
Class “B” TAC Charts. Author-

ized  FAA Chart Dealer! 

FOR RENT  
CESSNA 172S SKYHAWK,  
CESSNA 172S - G1000/AIR,  

Cessna 182RG  W/ 430 

RV’s For Sale or Trade for Plane 

Call Woody Lesikar at 

281-492-2130 

*PILOT SUPPLIES* 
Available for Rent Bonanza Du-
al Yoke Call Ahead to Reserve   

281-492-2130 

 

Editor of  
RUNWAY  15 
Katy Morrison 

katy@westhoustonairport.com 
281-492-2130 

D11 For  Sale or Lease      Hangar / Home / Office  

Call Woody at 281-492-2130  

 

    

 

 

 

 
5,000 sq ft — Beautiful apartment with income stream from 

hangar rentals 

http://www.brettzamoredesign.com/2015/06/14/dezavallos-
hangar/  

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE,  
Buy, Sell, Broker, Trade, Finance  
For information  Call 281-492-2130   

ask for Woody Lesikar  

1993 Baron 58 -  Beautiful! 1966 Baron B55 - Beautiful 

1999 Baron 58  Baron-  Loaded! 1984 Baron 58P  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Mr. Xiaowei Dai is now a Private Pilot! 
CFI: Jesse Gutierrez 
Pat Brown, FAA Designated Examiner  
Xiaowei Dai, Private Pilot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr.  Ryosuke Akagi 
 is now a Private Pilot! 
CFI: Jesse Gutierrez 
Pat Brown, FAA Designated Examiner  
Ryosuke Akagi, Private Pilot 
 
 
 

Hangar Space for Lease 
Hangar B3 

Contact: Ken Zetka 
ken@aic-security.com    281-492-2585 



Aviation Businesses: 

West Houston Airport (Since 1962) Flight School, Pilot Supplies  Terminal Building      281-492-2130 www.westhoustonairport.com 

Calkins Aero Service (Since 1985)   Maintenance and Repairs Hangar #3 Brown East   281-579-6674       www.calkinsaero.com 

General Avionics (Since 1995)  Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East    281-647-9600       www.generalavionics.com 

Sky Aircraft  Interiors   Aircraft Upholstery   Hangar #1 White West   281-682-4454 jenni@skyaircraftinteriors.com  Dr. 

Victor Arellano  (Pilot)  FAA Medicals (by appt. only)  15410 Ridge Park Dr.,  Houston, Tx 77095   281-855-2244(o)  281-460-2247(m) ww.tmauc.com  

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail  Aircraft Detailing  T-Hangar F2     281-330-9813      www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com 

National Helicopter Solutions  Helicopter  tours and charter Hangar F13     281-795-9995 www.fly-nhs.com 

VT Aviation Academy of America  141 Flight School  Hangar 2East (Blue)     830-584-7058 https://vt-aaa.com 

RUNWAY 15 
W E S T  H O U S T O N  A I R P O R T  T E A M  

FAA Hotline 800-255-1111 

KATY MORRISON, Customer  Service Representative** 
BELLA PADILLA, Customer  Service Representative* 
TAYLOR BRADBURY, Customer  Service Representative 

AIRPORT CONTACTS:  P.O. Box 941789, Houston, Texas 77094-8789, 18000 Groschke Rd.,  Houston, Texas 77084-8789 

Phone: 281-492-2130,  Fax:   281-492-7028 email: info@westhoustonairport.com 
SHELLY LESIKAR deZEVALLOS, President,  shelly@westhoustonairport.com 

WOODY LESIKAR, Executive Vice President , Director of Aviation, Airport Manager  woody@westhoustonairport.com, Available 24/7      
RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri;  rich@westhoustonairport.com *x20 
RENEE STRIPLING, CFO  renee@westhoustonairport.com *12 
DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net  
 - volunteer 
Robert Erbrick, President, West Houston Airport Subdivision 
 Owners Association, Inc.,  
 robert@erbrick.com - volunteer 
* Denotes years of service 
Please see website for contact and email information 
www.westhoustonairport.com 
 

PHILLIP KMIEC,  
Chief Mechanic*7 

1st Shift   
MIKE WHITE, Lead Line Supervisor, *13 
DANIEL RENTERIA,  Line Crew Technician* 
TOBY COOKE , Line  Crew Technician*6 
JESSE PADILLA, Line Crew Technician 

All comments, complaints, and suggestions are welcome  
please send to: Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,  
281-492-2130, woody@westhoustonairport.com  

www.westhoustonairport.com       
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JESSE GUTIERREZ, Cer tified Flight Instructor**** 
CHRISTY GRAHAM, Cer tified Flight Instructor  
ALEJO ECHEVARRIA,  Cer tified Flight Instructor  
 

SAM TURK, 
 Security Officer *15 

Night Crew 
ERIK DITTMAR, Line Supervisor,*7 
CHRIS ARNOLD,  Line  Crew Technician 

Jose Villatoro, 
Weekend Line Supervisor**** 

2nd Shift   
SEAN FRITSCHE, Line Supervisor*7 
MATTHEW KIDD, Line Crew Technician* 
GRANT ORR,  Line  Crew Technician* 
DYLAN BAYLESS, Line Crew Technician 
ROBERTO SANCHEZ, Line Technician 


