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IWS PREPARES 
FOR HURRI-
CANE LAURA 
 

   With a CAT four 
hurricane travel-
ing towards Hou-

ston, IWS took action. Our great CSR’s called 
all the plane owners on tiedown and in T-
covers to see if they wanted their planes to be 
put in a hangar. Our excellent line crew spent 
all day moving some sixty planes to hangars 
donated by owners and the Airport and man-
aged to secure almost all aircraft stored out-
side. Only those that wanted to collect on 
their insurance or could not be moved due to 
brake or tire issues were not relocated. A big 
thank you to  our hands as well as these 
hangar owners: CALKINS AERO, GENERAL AVI-
ONICS, VT AAA ACADEMY, F9 (AARON POOLE), E8 
(FERNANDO DONATTI), C7 MAYOR EMERITUS 
BOBBY JACKSON, C-3/5 ROBERT CLAY (CLAY DE-

VELOPMENT) and B3 A/C SECURITY. 

 The Airport did not charge for the 
hangaring of aircraft unless a plane/owner 
wanted their plane moved in advance of or 
during the approaching storm. 

 Thankfully there was no wind or rain 
so we dodged a bullet again! 

FAA CRACKING DOWN—ON 
GREY CHARTERS—WHY NOW 
AND WHO’S TO BLAME? 
 

 After decades of looking the other way as to 
“Grey”, illegal charters and “dry” aircraft lease opera-
tions, the FAA  is finally getting on to the unlawful use of 
aircraft for commercial flights. The FAA, ever since I can 
remember, has been shirking its duty to “legal” FAR 135 
Air Taxis, allowing private plane owners to get away 
with making a little money off of their planes. Besides 
being a safety issue, its also a breach of the insurance 
policy’s terms and conditions. Most “Industrial Aid”, usu-
ally known as P&B or Pleasure and Business insurance 
excludes coverage on any aircraft and passengers for 
which there is a charge. 

 Big Brother ADSB is the “tattle tell” for all of 
your crimes. Don’t forget it. ADSB doesn’t lie—so the 
FAA says. So if your thinking of making a little money 
for the use of your plane—think again! 

 Who’s really to blame for this violation of the 
FAR’s by using private aircraft for commercial flights? 
The FAA is the culprit! Yes for decades the FAA has dis-
couraged obtaining an Air Taxi Certificate. But if you 
don’t want illegal, unsafe operations, make it easier and 
faster to get a 135 Air Taxi certificate, not two to five 
years! 

 Imagine, if you will, that some really bright FAA 
guru gets the idea that the FAA could eliminate all these 
illegals in less then six months. How? Simply announce a 
proposed rule that would give amnesty  to all aircraft 
owners that within six months applied for a 135 certifi-
cate and that FAA would guarantee approvals (subject to 
meeting FAA requirements)  within twelve (12) months 
after applying. If this happened all of the illegals would 
go away within 18 months and FAA would gain tremen-
dous enforcement, which is what they love! 

 Just imagine such a “Wonderful life”!  
Woody Lesikar  
Airport Manager  
281-492-2130 



 

ALL WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT EVENTS/
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY            
POSTPONED  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE: 

 

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL       
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Register by Sunday @ 7PM by calling us at 281-492-2130  
Contact Brandon Carr, bwsmcarr07@gmail.com, once registered     
Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.,  12 week class series Each class a stand alone class. 
No prior reservations needed.  Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation!  Bring a family member for 
half-price.  Start learning to fly today. Call for verification.  281-492-2130 
 

FAA SAFETY MEETING,  
Fourth (4th) Tuesday, 7:00pm  TEMPORARILY POSTPONED   
 

99’s MEETING 
Contact 99’s for meeting information.  
website www.ninety-nines.org.  Carol Brackley—carolav8@att.net 
 

CHECK FOR OPERATIONAL HOURS: 
COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE (CAF)  
Museum open first and third Saturday of the month 10am-3pm.  Meetings 3rd Sunday of  the 
Month  at 2:00 p.m.  Contact email for tours and flight information at rides@houstonwing.org or  
the hangar at 281-579-2131,  info@houstonwing.org.  Volunteers and donations welcome.   
 
TEXAS BIPLANE Exper ience Freedom in the Air  as you fly in an open-cockpit biplane 
over Texas!fly@texasbiplane.com 281-698-7524.  
 
NATIONAL HELICOPTER SOLUTIONS  Helicopter tours, aerial photography, special 
events.  832-844-1860    tjwalz@icloud.com  
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Fuel Price Comparison for August 

       JET A            High    Low   Avg            AVGAS (100LL)       High    Low    Avg  
Southwest Region        6.75    1.80     3.74         Southwest Region          7.19     2.85     4.19 
West Houston Airport    3.46     2.46    2.96      West Houston Airport      4.28     3.78     4.03 
 *With Volume discount                      Published on AirNav.com 

“As The Beacon Turns”  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 AeroVillas lots 8-12 

 Financing Available 

For More Information contact Woody Lesikar at  

281-492-2130, woody@westhoustonairport.com 

www.aerovillas.com or www.westhoustonairport.com 
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FOR BEECHCRAFT 

RUNWAY 15 
The Check Ride: An Amazing Opportunity to Learn! 

Mark Facer 

8/27/2020 

Last week I was fortunate enough to pass my Instrument Check Ride. The experience was both stressful and in-
credible!  

As I was preparing for the event, I experienced a change in thinking: instead of being terrified, I came to view it as 
an amazing opportunity to learn from an incredibly experienced pilot who wants only to make me a safer aviator. 
Here are a few thoughts: 

Preparing for the Check Ride: 

I cannot sugarcoat this: you have to put in the work for the months prior to your big day: 

- Listen to your instructor 
- Make lots of notes (I recommend 3”x 5” notecards so you can carry them around) 
- Read the books and study guides 
- Use a flight simulator (I have X-Plane 11) 
- Chair fly 

During the Oral Portion: 

- Think of it as a conversation, not an interrogation. The DPE is not trying to fail you; he or she is trying to 
make sure that you will be a safe pilot 

- Make notes of any questions or subjects with which you struggle. This will allow you to go back later and 
fill in any gaps in your knowledge (it’s a learning experience!) 

- Don’t dig a Check Ride hole: answer the question asked and then stop talking! If the DPE wants more in-
formation, he or she will ask for it 

During the Check Ride: 

- Slow down! Slow down! Slow down! 
- If you are tense and rushing things, take a deep breath, relax your hands, and refocus 
- You will be nervous; however, just go back to the fundamentals you learned in your training: aviate, navi-

gate, communicate 
- Remember that your Instructor would not have signed you off for this ride if you were not ready: do what 

you ‘ve been trained to do! 

The Debrief: 

Be prepared to take a lot of notes. During the Oral and Flight portions, the DPE is not allowed to give any instruc-
tion; however, afterwards you will receive an incredible amount of information that will enable you go be a safer 
and smarter pilot. Write down everything you can, even if it seems inconsequential. As you read through your 
notes later on you will realize just how much great stuff you have been given! 

Next Steps: 

- Enjoy the moment, and breathe a big sigh of relief 
- Copy your notes neatly so that you can refer to them forever 
- Put your notes into action 
- Make a plan to stay proficient, not just current! 

Any Check Ride will expose your weaknesses. It’s up to you whether you work on them, or ignore them.  

I’m choosing to work on mine! 
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CONGRATULATIONS!!  
WEST HOUSTON 
AIRPORT  
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CFI Christy Graham 
Student Arlington Nunez 

1st SOLO 

CFI Christy Graham 
Student Matthew Ward 

DPE Wally Mulhearn 
Instrument Pilot: Lane Bailey 

1st SOLO 

INSTRUMENT  
CHECKRIDE 

INSTRUMENT  
CHECKRIDE 

DPE Pat Brown 
Instrument Pilot: Mark Facer 

CFI Christy Graham 
Student Ryan Panahi-Fard 

1st SOLO 
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Have your Aircraft Sanitized  
Call: 

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail 
281-330-9813 

www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com 

West Houston Airport,  P.O. Box 941789,  
Houston, Texas 77094-8789 

18000 Groschke Rd.,  Houston, Texas 77084-8789 
Phone: 281-492-2130,  Fax: 281-492-7028   

Email: info@westhoustonairport.com 

 Business or residential 
LOTS for SALE  

BUILD your Hangar   
OWN your property  

Contact Woody 
281-492-2130 

woody@westhoustonairport.com 

West Houston Airport  sells Pa-
per charts, Approach Plates and 
Class “B” TAC Charts. Author-

ized  FAA Chart Dealer! 

FOR RENT  
CESSNA 172S SKYHAWK,  
CESSNA 172S - G1000/AIR,  

Cessna 182RG  W/ 430 

RV’s For Sale or 
Trade for Plane 

Call Woody Lesikar at 

281-492-2130 

*PILOT SUPPLIES* 
Available for Rent Bonanza Du-
al Yoke Call Ahead to Reserve   

281-492-2130 

 

Editor of  
RUNWAY  15 
Katy Morrison 

katy@westhoustonairport.com 
281-492-2130 

D11 For  Sale or Lease      Hangar / Home / Office  

Call Woody at 281-492-2130  

 

    

 

 

 

 
5,000 sq ft — Beautiful apartment with income stream from 

hangar rentals 

http://www.brettzamoredesign.com/2015/06/14/dezavallos-
hangar/  

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE,  
Buy, Sell, Broker, Trade, Finance  
For information  Call 281-492-2130   

ask for Woody Lesikar  

1993 Baron 58 -  Beautiful! 

1966 Baron B55 - Beautiful 

1999 Baron 58  Baron-  Loaded! 

Hangar Space for Lease 
Hangar B3 

Contact: Ken Zetka 
ken@aic-security.com 

281-492-2585 



Aviation Businesses: 

West Houston Airport (Since 1962) Flight School, Pilot Supplies  Terminal Building      281-492-2130 www.westhoustonairport.com 

Calkins Aero Service (Since 1985)   Maintenance and Repairs Hangar #3 Brown East   281-579-6674       www.calkinsaero.com 

General Avionics (Since 1995)  Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East    281-647-9600       www.generalavionics.com 

Sky Aircraft  Interiors   Aircraft Upholstery   Hangar #1 White West   281-682-4454 jenni@skyaircraftinteriors.com   

Dr. Victor Arellano  (Pilot)  FAA Medicals (by appt. only)  15410 Ridge Park Dr.,  Houston, Tx 77095   281-855-2244(o)  281-460-2247(m) ww.tmauc.com  

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail  Aircraft Detailing  T-Hangar F2     281-330-9813      www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com 

National Helicopter Solutions  Helicopter  tours and charter Hangar F13     281-795-9995 www.fly-nhs.com 

VT Aviation Academy of America  141 Flight School  Hangar 2East (Blue)     830-584-7058 https://vt-aaa.com 

RUNWAY 15 
W E S T  H O U S T O N  A I R P O R T  T E A M  

FAA Hotline 800-255-1111 

KATY MORRISON, Customer  Service Representative** 
BELLA PADILLA, Customer  Service Representative* 
TAYLOR BRADBURY, Customer  Service Representative 

AIRPORT CONTACTS:  P.O. Box 941789, Houston, Texas 77094-8789, 18000 Groschke Rd.,  Houston, Texas 77084-8789 

Phone: 281-492-2130,  Fax:   281-492-7028 email: info@westhoustonairport.com 
SHELLY LESIKAR deZEVALLOS, President,  shelly@westhoustonairport.com 

WOODY LESIKAR, Executive Vice President , Director of Aviation, Airport Manager  woody@westhoustonairport.com, Available 24/7      
RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri;  rich@westhoustonairport.com *x20 
RENEE STRIPLING, CFO  renee@westhoustonairport.com *12 
DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net  
 - volunteer 
Robert Erbrick, President, West Houston Airport Subdivision 
 Owners Association, Inc.,  
 robert@erbrick.com - volunteer 
* Denotes years of service 
Please see website for contact and email information 
www.westhoustonairport.com 
 

PHILLIP KMIEC,  
Chief Mechanic*7 

1st Shift   
MIKE WHITE, Lead Line Supervisor, *13 
DANIEL RENTERIA,  Line Crew Technician* 
TOBY COOKE , Line  Crew Technician*6 
JESSE PADILLA, Line Crew Technician 

All comments, complaints, and suggestions are welcome  
please send to: Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,  
281-492-2130, woody@westhoustonairport.com  

www.westhoustonairport.com       
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JESSE GUTIERREZ, Cer tified Flight Instructor**** 
CHRISTY GRAHAM, Cer tified Flight Instructor  
ALEJO ECHEVARRIA,  Cer tified Flight Instructor  
 

SAM TURK, 
 Security Officer *15 

Night Crew 
ERIK DITTMAR, Line Supervisor,*7 
CHRIS ARNOLD,  Line  Crew Technician 

Jose Villatoro, 
Weekend Line Supervisor***** 

2nd Shift   
SEAN FRITSCHE, Line Supervisor*7 
MATTHEW KIDD, Line Crew Technician* 
GRANT ORR,  Line  Crew Technician* 
DYLAN BAYLESS, Line Crew Technician 
ROBERTO SANCHEZ, Line Technician 


