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The Aviation World as We Move Past the
Covid-19 Pandemic

In early 2020, the world was introduced to a new form of corona virus, officially enumerated and now popular-
ly known as Covid-19. In the months and now years that have followed, Covid-19 would reach pandemic sta-
tus, leaving no part of the globe save for perhaps Antarctica, unaffected. Unfortunately, in the polarizing
times we live in, grappling with the many varying opinions which were and to a large extent, remain readily
sounding-off regarding the true origins of the virus, it's intent, be it direct or indirect, and it’s global impact in
terms of both human factors, such as lives lost, and socio-economic downturns, for which few industries or
marketplaces were spared dramatic declines; gaining a true understanding of this pandemic has been difficult.
Regardless of opinion, Covid-19 has undeniably left our world a changed place and most people can speak to
having either contracted the virus themselves, or having family and/or friends who did.

Thankfully, though still needing to be ever-vigilant as we move further into 2022, the proverbial light at the
end of the tunnel may finally be within sight. We are seeing indicators everywhere that are allowing us to fi-
nally entertain notions (at the very least) that we are moving past this pandemic. Businesses have reopened,
children are back in school learning in most areas of the country, and stigmatic measures such as vaccination
cards and mask mandates are being diminished and talked about less and less.

The aviation industry as a whole felt the impact of Covid-19 as so many other fields did. As a general aviation
airport, West Houston was not spared in terms of what would have otherwise been abundant recreational pi-
lots enjoying a nice VFR weekend, and instead saw dramatically lower flight loads for the earlier months of
2020 once the pandemic took full root. The flight school here, while remaining open throughout, also saw di-
minished enrollment and student flights. As a whole, the commercial aviation industry suffered greatly while
trying to merely tread the waters of the pandemic during a market-shifting bombshell lasting the entirety of
2020 and incomparable to anything the industry has seen and endured since 9/11.

Quite fortunately though, when given the opportunity without undue interference, a free-market economy will
find a correction and in aviation that has started all the way at the top. Just as was seen in the aftermath of
9/11, an already unprecedented shortage in the global supply line of new pilots, has now been further exacer-
bated leading to many of the world’s airline companies desperate to renew and restock those talent channels,
creating a bountiful “seller’s market” for new prospective pilots. Many flight schools are enjoying increased
enrollments as a result. Back on the recreational side of flying, the resale market for aircraft has seen dra-
matic upticks in sales and prices with many used airplanes leaving the marketplace not long after they were
originally presented there. Pilots want to get back up in the air!

IWS joins in boisterously welcoming all those pilots back to the sky, whether it is for the weekend trip to the
beaches near South Padre [sland, simply to renew currency, or finally to get that long-awaited Instrument
rating. While always remembering in respect how Covid-19 has affected us all, we share in this new momen-
tum of our ever-developing post-pandemic world. Let’s go fly!!!

By: Scott Cavalcante

“THE FINEST IN A FULL SERVICE FACILITY™

West Houston Airport Frequencies: AWOS: 125.575, (281) 579-9820 Local Frequencies: Clnc 121.150 (281) 443-5844  Apch 123.80
Unicom 123.05  ASRI: 129.875 Innovative Aviation Leadership since 1962 FSS 1800 WX-BRIEF / 1800-992-7433
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FAA Safety Meeting Tuesday, March 22!!
7:00pm—Material TBD

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL IE . .
THE NINETY.NINES, INC.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION b st Onpeisatios of Womes Ak
Register by Sunday @ 7PM by calling us at 281-492-2130 -
Contact Brandon Carr, aviation@carrfam.us, once registered —
Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., 12 week class series Each class a stand alone class. %’j
No prior reservations needed. Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation! Bring a family member for SO UHEAORATIVE
half-price. Start learning to fly today. Call for verification. 281-492-2130 A FORdE

99°’s MEETING
Contact 99’s for meeting information.
website www.ninety-nines.org. Carol Brackley—carolav8@att.net

CHECK FOR OPERATIONAL HOURS:

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE (CAF) Z N
Museum open first and third Saturday of the month 10am-3pm. Meetings 3™ Sunday of the month BIPLANE
at 2:00 p.m. Contact email for tours and flight information at rides@houstonwing.org or the hang-
ar at 281-579-2131, info@houstonwing.org. Volunteers and donations welcome. See page 4 for
announcement of CAF Warbird Weekend 2022!

TEXAS BIPLANE Experience Freedom in the Air as you fly in an open-cockpit biplane
over Texas! fly@texasbiplane.com 281-698-7524.

AMERICAN

NATIONAL HELICOPTER SOLUTIONS Helicopter Tours and downtown Express | J BONANZA
flights (281) 795-9995 » SOCIETY

Fuel Price Comparison for March
JET A High Low Avg AVGAS (100LL) High Low Avg
Southwest Region 838 276 495 SouthwestRegion 7:72::3:80 530
West Houston Airport 4.66* 4.66* 4.66* WestHouston Airport 512 512 512

*With Volume/Weekend discount Published on AirNav.com
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Commemorative Airforce WARBIRD

WEEKEND!!

April 30—May 1 2022 at IWS

AIRPLANES:

(2) 1993 Beech Baron 58 (enroute)
2003 CESSNA 1725 —Leaseback Available
1960 M35 Bonanza
1998 DIAMOND HK36TTC Motor Glider

" The family of

 STEPHEN ROBERT WRIGHT

cordially invites you to join
us in celehrating his lils on

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022
4:00 — 6:00 PM

West Houston Airport
18000 Groschke Rdl,, Houston, TX 77084

We request you bring your thoughts, prayers. and

fondest memories. And if you wish, ple ng i
written memory or memories for the fimily.

Retreshrments will be served.
Please note, COVID prevention measures may he in place

RSVE
Clathy at cathflores@iyvahioo.com {

or 713.818,2224

In liew of Howers, please consider donations (o ¢
dear o Steve’s heart and life: Angel Flight South C

whom he was i volunteer mission pilon: wwwangelllightse.org,

or The National Parks Foundation, as he was a lifelong

believer in stewarding these gems: givenationalparks.org

wwwsoathighflylice.com

For Sale!!

HANGARS:

D-9, D-11

A Celebration of Life

STEPHEN ROBERT
WRIGHT

Noventher 1, 1947 January 4, 2021
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'A' | Qeechcraft
Cessna |
BY TEXTRON AVIATION

Factory New Aircraft Sales

Skyhawk ~ Skylane ~ Stationair ~ Caravan
Baron ~ Bonanza

-7_5 B

Derek Moore
Regional Sales Director
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, & Alabama

Mobile: 316-570-0509
E-mail: dmoore@ixtav.com

@) @mymoorefast

LOTS:

c8
D10/12 /14
E1/E9
F1/G15/G16

From 15,904-20,448sq/ft

Hangar Upgrades?

Remodeling / Repairs
Contact

PACIFIC OCEAN CORPORATION
(281) 802-0281

*With 11 years working at IWS*
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CONGRATULATIONS!!
WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT
STUDENTS (and Instructors)!!!

New Instrument-rated pilot!!
Maria Yates

CFl: Andrew Addicks

|
| T

First solo at IWS!!
Rick Colon

CFl: Scott Cavalcante

IWS wishes our very own CFI Christy Graham, our fondest farewell
and best of luck as she takes the next (big) step in her aviation career,
joining MESA Airlines as their newest First Officer!!!

Congratulations CHRISTY!!! Thank you for your excellent dedication
to our students. You will be missed here!!!




The Airport Terminal has a Bulletin Board for
Patrons to post their flight gear for sale—
including headsets, portable GPS’s, tow bars, etc.

Feel free to utilize 1t!

INVENTORY FOR SALE
(2) 1993 Beech Baron 58 (enrotite)

2003 CESSNA 1725 — LEASEBACK AVAILABLE
1998 DIAMOND HK36TTC Motor Glider

1960 M35 Bonanza
Call (281) 492-2130
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Business / residential LOTS for SALE
BUILD your Hangar
OWN your property
Contact Woody
281-492-2130

woody@westhoustonairport.com

D11 For Sale or Lease

Call Woody at 281-492-2130

Hangar / Home / Office

Have your Aivcraft Sanitized
Call:

Fast Freddy Mobile
Detail

281-330-9813

www.fastfreddymobiledetail. com

WHA sells Paper Charts,

Approach Plates and Class “B”
TAC Charts.

Authorized FAA Chart Dealer!

| *PILOT SUPPLIES*

Available for Rent
Bonanza Dual Yoke

‘ Call Ahead to .
| 281-492-2

MAIL SHELTER
with
UPS PICKUP
and
FEDEX PICKUP

GET YOUR BOX AT 77084
In Bear Creek Post Office

New DELI items available!!!

Please enjoy an assortment of fresh salads,
wraps, and sandwiches now on sale at our
front desk.

a
«

FOR RENT

CESSNA 1725 SKYHAWK.
Now With A/Cll




All comments, complaints, and suggestions are welcome
please send to: Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,
281-492-2130, woody@ westhoustonairport.com
www.westhoustonairport.com

WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT TEAM

Aviation Businesses:
West Houston Airport (Since 1962) Flight School, Pilot Supplies  Terminal Building 281-492-2130 www.westhoustonairport.com
Calkins Aero Service (Since 1985) Maintenance and Repairs Hangar #3 Brown East 281-579-6674 www,calkinsaero.com
General Avionics (Since 1995) Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East 281-647-9600 www.generalavionics.com
Sky Aircraft Interiors Aircraft Upholstery Hangar #1 White West 281-682-4454 Jjenni(@skyaireraftinteriors.com
Dr. Victor Arellano (Pilot) FAA Medicals (by appt. only) 15410 Ridge Park Dr., Houston, Tx 77095 281-855-2244(0) 281-460-2247(m) www.tmauc.com
Fast Freddy Mobile Detail Aircraft Detailing T-Hangar F2 281-330-9813 www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com
VT Aviation Academy of America (AAA) Flight School Hangar #2 East side 281 562-7195 www.vt-aaa.com
National Helicopter Solutions Helicopter tours and charter Hangar F13 281-795-9995 www.fly-nhs.com
Texas Biplane Biplane Tours Hangar G8 281-698-7524 www.texasbiplane.com

AIRPORT CONTACTS: P.O. Box 941789, Houston, TX 77094-8789, 18000 Groschke Rd., Houston, Texas 77084
Phone: 281-492-2130, Fax: 281-492-7028 email: info@westhoustonairport.com

SHELLY LESIKAR de ZEVALLOS, President, shelly@westhoustonairport.com

WOODY LESIKAR, Executive Vice President , Director of Aviation, Airport Manager woody@westhoustonairport.com
RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri; rich@westhoustonairport.com *x21
RENEE STRIPLING, CFO renee@westhoustonairport.com *14

DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net
- volunteer

Robert Erbrick, President, West Houston Airport
Subdivision Owners Association, Inc.,
robert@erbrick.com - volunteer

* Denotes years of service
Please see website for contact and email information

TAYLOR BRADBURY, Customer Service
Representative™*

KRISTY NOSKRENT, Senior Customer Service
Representative®

JULIANNA PHAN, Customer Service Representative

JERRY ALLEN, Senior Flight Instructor*8
CHRISTY GRAHAM, Certified Flight Instructor**
ANDREW ADDICKS, Certified Flight Instructor
SCOTT CAVALCANTE, Certified Flight Instructor
REESE WALKER, Certified Flight Instructor

1st Shift

SEAN FRITSCHE, First Shift Supervisor*§
JESSE PADILLA, Line Crew Technician**
LOGAN McMILLAN., Line Crew Technician
DOUGLAS PINO, Line Crew Technician
NOAH DEATON, Line Crew Technician

i
Night Crew
ERIK DITTMAR.

Line Supervisor.*9 ~SAM TURK  PHILLIP KMIEC,
' Security *21 Chief Mechanic*9

|

2nd Shift

GRANT ORR, Line Supervisor***
JOEL RIOS, Line Crew Technician
DYLAN BAYLESS, Weckend Supervisor* CURTIS
MATHEW BRAY, Lin_e Crew Technic'{a.n HATHAWAY
JOSE VILLATORO, Line Crew Technician®*6

New Airplane
Maintenance Chief:

FAA Hotline 800-255-1111



