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Hitisor PILOT GETS BUSTED FOR MAKING LOW Publisher
APPROACH TO CHECK OUT LANDING AREA!

The FAA has cited a pilot with a violation for making a low approach
over a proposed landing area. It's true, but we don’t know all the facts
yet.

Could be more to it, but should it be a violation for making a low ap-
proach over an existing landing area to observe the surface prior to
landing?

Of course not! In fact, that is an excellent way to determine if the
surface conditions are good enough for a safe landing and/or possi-
bly checking out whether or not there are any animals on or near the
runway such as deer, hogs and coyotes. This was always standard
procedure when flying out to west Texas at night and landing on air-
ports such as Junction, Ozona, Uvalde and other airports. And you
don’t want to fly too low so as to scare a deer to jump up towards the
plane. Most of the time animals won't stay on the paved surfaces due
to the fact there is no grass to graze on. But in the fall when it's cold,
the paved surface can provide warmth for some wildlife and therefore
more of a reason exists to scare them off of the runway surface. Ani-
mals will sometimes be startled by the noise of an oncoming aircraft
and run right in front of it causing damage or even totaling the aircraft.
Over the last 50 years here at IWS, | can recall about a half dozen
wildlife strikes at night. In most cases the aircraft was disabled until
repairs could be made. We have all seen wildlife close to runways. |
remember as a kid flying out of Long Beach Californiaina DC3 as a
passenger in 1962, there were literally hundreds of jack rabbits all
over the airport. | was fascinated while looking out the window how
smart these creatures were as they all scattered in opposite direc-
tions from our departing aircraft.

Other issues with the runway area at night include water ponding,
snow & snow banks, disabled aircraft, vehicles and uncured paved
surfaces such as a recent overlay of asphalt, seal coat or other sur-
face material that had not dried completely and might damage your
aircraft.

| asked Randy “Chip” Dale, the grounds manager at IAH and former
airport employee here at IWS, about wildlife. He told me that the air-
port was completely fenced, but that it did not stop wildlife from get-
ting onto the runway. The biggest problem is birds, but deer and coy-
otes also prevail at IAH and grounds. So, when you think the airport
is completely fenced consider this example of how fences don't al-
ways keep “neighbors” out!

CAVU

Woody Lesikar
Airport Manager
West Houston Airport
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FAA Safety Meeting Tuesday, May 23!!

7:00pm

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL e

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION ] e Nvervunes e
Register by Sunday @ 7PM by calling us at 281-492-2130 o

Contact Brandon Carr, aviation@carrfam.us, once registered

Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., 12 week class series.
Each class a stand alone class. No prior reservations needed. Licensed
Jeppesen Video Presentation! Bring a family member for half-price. Start
learning to fly today. Call for verification. 281-492-2130

99°s MEETING

Contact 99’s for meeting information.

website www.ninety-nines.org. Carol Brackley— \‘?"'_’
carolav8@att.net TE AS

BIPLANE
CHECK FOR OPERATIONAL HOURS:
TEXAS BIPLANE Experience Freedom in the Air as you fly in an open- AOPA

cockpit biplane over Texas! fly(@texasbiplane.com 281-698-7524. s et Lo 1
NATIONAL HELICOPTER SOLUTIONS Helicopter Tours and down-
town Express flights (281) 795-9995 & |
Fuel Price Comparison for April e 7o)
JET A High Low Avg AVGAS (100LL) High Low Avg
Southwest Region 10.75 349 5.68 Southwest Region 986 3.80 6.04

West Houston Airport 534* 4.95* 510* West Houston Airport 5.82* 5.32* 5.52*

*With Volume/Weekend discount Published on AirNav.com
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For Sale!!
AIRPLANES: (Inventory changes quickly, contact us to verify availability!!)

2007 Cessna 172s For Sales in a Leaseback Program
1977 Cessna 182 260SE—585 TTA, Beautiful! (pictured below)
1962 Beech 33 Great Maintenance and Avionics Upgrade! (pictured below—Sale Pending)
2008 Cessna T-206H with AC

£
WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT

Sale Pending

LOTS &

HANGARS: A4 (see below!), C 8, E1, F1, G2, G15, G16
From 15,904-20,448sq/ft
Aerovillas Lots!

(281) 492-2130

10,000 sq.ft. hangar (A4), 18' clear door height, on 20,447 sq.ft. corner lot within aviation
subdivision of the West Houston Airport (IWS), with hydraulic 80' door with remote con-
trols, LED lighting in and out, bathroom, materials to build out future offices if needed, ad-
ditional exterior parking, with overhead garage door for auto parking within hangar. Built in
2007, within Harris County and KISD school district, not within City of Houston. Within
Houston's Energy Corridor and closest GA Airport to downtown Houston. Finance with
good credit available.

Hangar G2—11,000 sqf.t. $1,100,000

Call Woody Lesikar
(281) 492-2130
woody@

westhoustonairport.com
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CONGRATULATIONS!!
WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT
STUDENTS!!!

First Solo Flight!
Robert Ponting
CFl: Scott

First Solo Flight!!
Camden Beard
CFl: Jenna

First Solo Flight!!
Oscar Giovingo
CFl: Scott

First Solo Flight!!
Scott Mullis
CFl: Scott

Employment Positions Available

West Houston Airport is currently hiring for the following positions. Full time
AVAILABLE. Excellent pay and amazing work environment. Interested candidates
should inquire directly with the airport at (281) 492-2130

Line Technician, Customer Service Representative



The Airport Terminal has a Bulletin Board for
Patrons to post their flight gear for sale—
including headsets, portable GPS’s, tow bars, etc.

Feel free to utilize it!

MAIL SHELTER
with
UPS PICKUP
and
FEDEX PICKUP

GET YOUR BOX AT 77084
In Bear Creek Post Office
In Bear Creek

BUILD your Hangar
OWN your property
Contact Woody
281-492-2130

woody@westhoustonairport.com

Business / residential LOTS for SALE
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Welcome West Houston Aero!!

New Maintenance Shop Now Open!!
(713) 724-5002

Hangar Upgrades?
Remodeling / Repairs
Contact: PACIFIC OCEAN CORPORATION
(281) 802-0281
*With 11 years working at IWS*

Have your Alrcraft Sanitized

Call:
Fast Freddy Mobile Detail

5457' FﬁED 4

N

281-330-9813

www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com

*PILOT SUP

'-‘.
1 | Yeecheraft

BY TEXTROK AVIATION

Factory New Aircraft Sales |

Skyhawk ~ Skylane ~ Stationair ~ Caravan
- Baron~ Bonanza

Mobile: 316-570-0509
E-mait dmoore@txtay.

[ @nymoorstast




All comments, complaints, and suggestions are welcome

please send to: Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,
281-492-2130, woody@westhoustonairport.com Page 6
www.westhoustonairport.com

Aviation Businesses:

West Houston Airport (Since 1962) Flight School, Pilot Supplies  Terminal Building 281-492-2130 www.westhoustonairport.com
General Avionics (Since 1995) Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East 281-647-9600 www.generalavionics.com
Sky Aircraft Interiors Aircraft Upholstery Hangar #1 White West 281-682-4454 jenni@skyaircraftinteriors.com

Dr. Victor Arellano (Pilot) FAA Medicals (by appt. only) 15410 Ridge Park Dr., Houston, Tx 77095 281-855-2244(0) 281-460-2247(m) www.tmauc.com
Dr. Fakhri Kalolwala MD (Pilot) FAA Medicals (by appt. only) 16125 Cairnway Dr, Houston, TX 77084 832-786-8195 www.aqeeqinternalmed.com

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail Aircraft Detailing T-Hangar F2 281-330-9813 www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com
VT Aviation Academy of America (AAA)  Flight School Hangar #2 East side 281 562-7195 www.vt-aaa.com

National Helicopter Solutions Helicopter tours and charter Hangar F13 281-795-9995 www.fly-nhs.com

Texas Biplane Biplane Tours Hangar G8 281-698-7524 www.texasbiplane.com

West Houston Aero Maintenance/Repairs Hangar 3E 713-724-5002 www.westhoustonaero.com

Pat Brown IWS Resident DPE Terminal Bldg 832-654-9831 www.houstondpe.com

WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT TEAM
AIRPORT CONTACTS: P.O. Box 941789, Houston, TX 77094-8789, 18000 Groschke Rd., Houston, Texas 77084/
Phone: 281-492-2130, Fax: 281-492-7028 email: info@westhoustonairport.com
SHELLY LESIKAR de ZEVALLOS, President, shelly@westhoustonairport.com

WOODY LESIKAR, Executive Vice President , Director of Aviation, Airport Manager woody@westhoustonairport.com L
RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri; rich@westhoustonairport.com *x22 l
RENEE STRIPLING, CFO renee@westhoustonairport.com *15
DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310,
doehe@consolidated.net

- volunteer

Bill Heiam, President, West Houston Airport

Subdivision Owners Association, Inc.,

* Denotes years of service

1 T . % :
SCOTT CAVALCANTE, Certified Flight Instructor*
REESE WALKER, Certified Flight Instructor®
DRAGOS DOROBANTU, Certified Flight Instructor
JENNA LOREDO, Certified Flight Instructor
CHRISTOPHER POWERS, Certified Flight Instructor

TAYLOR BRADBURY, Customer Service Representative***
KRISTY NOSKRENT, Senior Customer Service Representative®*
ASHLEY MEISSNER, Customer Service Representative

PHILLIP KMIEC,
Chief
Mechanic*10

1t Shift 5 ' Night Crew

SEAN FRITSCHE, First Shift Supervisor*8 ‘ ERIK SAM '.I‘U,I}K
MATT KIDD, Weekend Supervisor + Line Crew Tech. === DITTMAR, Line Security *21 L
AARON BOTHELQO, Line Crew Technician Supervisor,*10 Dl "
ANDREW ADDICKS, Line Crew Technician DYLAN BAYLESS, Night PAT BROWN
New team members Miguel, Lance, Ethan Welcome! Line Technician*® IWS Resident
Photos coming soon DPE

2nd Shift

JOSE VILLATORO, Second Shift Supervisor*7
ABRAHAMA CORTEZ, Line Crew Technician
JOSE MARTINEZ. Line Crew Technician
DYLAN BAYLESS, Line Crew Technician
JOEL RIOS, Line Crew Technician

CHRIS DUNIN, Line Crew Technician

FAA Hotline 800-255-1111




