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Non-Towered Airports: Safe by Design,
Successful Through Pilot Responsibility

For many pilots, non-towered airports represent the heart
of general aviation. They are where flight training begins,
weekend adventures take flight, and local aviation
communities thrive. While some people assume that the
absence of an air traffic control tower makes these airports
less safe, the available data tells a much more nuanced
story.

An analysis of confirmed National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) midair collisions occurring between 2016
and 2026 identified just 27 collisions where the airport type
could be positively determined. Of those, 14 occurred at
towered airports and 13 occurred at non-towered airports.
At first glance, those numbers may seem surprising.
However, they become even more meaningful when viewed
in the context of the thousands of airports that make up the
nation's aviation system.

The United States has approximately 527 towered airports
compared with nearly 20,000 non-towered landing
facilities, including public airports, private airstrips, grass
and turf runways, gravel strips, and seaplane bases. When
the collision data is normalized by the number of airport
facilities, towered airports experienced approximately 2.66
midair collisions per 100 airports during the study period,
while non-towered airports experienced only 0.065
collisions per 100 airports. On a per-airport basis, that
equates to approximately 41 times more recorded midair
collisions at towered airports. These findings should not be
interpreted to mean that towered airports are unsafe. In
reality, towered airports generally accommodate far
greater traffic volumes, more complex aircraft operations,
and a wider variety of aircraft.
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The analysis measures collisions relative to the number of
airport facilities—not the number of aircraft operations.
The real lesson is that non-towered airports continue to
demonstrate an excellent safety record despite relying on
pilot coordination rather than air traffic control. Safe
operations at these airports depend on disciplined
communication, standardized traffic patterns, vigilant
visual scanning, and strict adherence to recommended
procedures. Every pilot plays an active role in maintaining
safety.

Organizations such as the FAA and aviation associations
have long emphasized that non-towered airports operate
safely because pilots share responsibility for sequencing
themselves, announcing their intentions on the Common
Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF), and maintaining
constant situational awareness. When every pilot follows
these established best practices, non-towered airports
remain among the safest places to fly.

Whether arriving at a quiet country airstrip or departing a
busy metropolitan airport, the fundamentals never change:
fly a predictable pattern, make clear radio calls, keep your
eyes outside the cockpit, and remain alert for other traffic.
Safety at non-towered airports isn't created by a control
tower—it is created by informed, professional pilots
working together. The data reinforces what many aviators
already know: when pilots communicate effectively and
follow established procedures, non-towered airports
continue to provide a remarkably safe environment for
general aviation.

For Best Practices Traffic Pattern Ops at IWS, see page 9.

“THE FINEST IN AFULL SERVICE FACILITY”

West Houston Airport Frequencies:
Unicom 123.05 ASRI: 129.875

AWOS: 125.575, (281)579-9820
Innovative Aviation Leadership since 1962

Local Frequencies: Clnc 121.150 (281)443-5844 Apch 123.80
FSS 1800 WX-BRIEF / 1800-992-7433
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“AS THE BEACON TURNS”
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
CHECK FOR OPERATIONAL HOURS | &
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PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION w - n Q
Register by calling us at 281-492-2130. |

Contact Brandon Carr, aviation@carrfam.us, once registered. _ [ | EA

Every Monday evening, 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm. Arrive early. 4. Y .

12 week class series. Each class a stand alone class.
No prior reservations needed.

Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation! Bring a family member for half - price.
$15 per hour plus books and supplies. Start learning to fly today!

Call for information. 281-492-2130.

Brandon Carr

m__
= NBAA

M 99's MEETINGS & NEWS:

[l Contact 99's for meeting information. Website www.ninety-nines.org
or Carol Brackley: carolav8@att.net

= FAASTeam Monthly safety meeting sponsored in part by the Houston

NSV Flight Standards District Office (FSDO), 99's, and

[l West Houston Airport every fourth Tuesday evening of the month at 7:00 pm.
Safety meetings conducted by Ashley Meissner, for more information email
ashleymeissner.aviation@gmail.com

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE (CAF):

S AVATA

[Hl: NINLI'\ NINL‘i INC.
ional Organization of Woumen Pilors

Museum opens first and third Saturday of the month 10:00am - 3:00pm. B s“ﬁgj
| Meetings 4th Saturday of the month from 12:00pm - 3:00pm. Email for tours, flight OO .c.co -
.C-.@ MMEMGRATIVE
[l information, and hangar facility rentals at rides@houstonwing.org or call the hangar at AlR FORCE
281-579-2131, info@houstonwing.org. Volunteers and donations welcome. u onALASSOc,
Available for hangar rentals - banguets, birthdays, anniversaries, and more! . “ o,
N ; —w—
Bl TEXAS BIPLANE: &
i Experience free in the air as you fly in an open-cockpit biplane over Texas! Gy insTRYC
- fly@texasbiplane.com . Call 281-698-7524. Hangar G-8. .
. AMERICAN
L LEADING EDGE HELICOPTERS: ] M
B JO SOCIETY

B Helicopter tours and sightseeing. Helicopter rides starting from $30! -
Call 281-215-3493 or visit www.leadingedgehelicopters.com , Hangar F-13.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN|E ERCOUPE
Fuel Price Comparison for July

JETA High Low Avg AVGAS (100LL) High Low Avg
Southwest Region 983 520 7.56 Southwest Region 949 515 7.10
West Houston Airport 6.64* 5.61* 6.69* West Houston Airport  7.47* 5.77* 6.68*

*Price indicates with Weekend discount but without the volume discount for jet fuel purchase Published on AirNav.com

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.
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NEW TO OUR FLIGHT LINE
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Get your
Complex Endorsement
and
High Performance
Endorsement
with West Houston Airport!

Contact us today to get on
the schedule!
281-492-2130

Check out the West
Houston Airport
Private Pilot Ground
School Summer
Schedule!

Mondays
7:00PM - 10:00PM
281-492-2130

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.
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BEECH BONANZA F33A
FOR INSTRUCTION
AND RENTAL
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West Houston Airport Private Pilot Ground School
Mondays 7:00 - 10:00 PM
251-492.2130
. 'Idenlurmssupghusnmwlmiass'

2028 ubject "Material
May 18 | Diseen Aviation T "Taxboa |
raining, Aviahon Opperurites, Human Factons, Aviation Physiology

Cinss 1 Chapler 1. Sec A, B, G : Chapler 10, Sec A
: May 25 Mormorial Day = Browk _ ]
June 1 Alrplane Systems “Textbook®
Airplarses, Pewed Plant & Redated Systems, Flight nstrumsants:
Class 2 Chagler 2, Sec A, B, G
CJune g T “Taxtbook"
our Forces of Flght, Aerodynamics of Maneuvering Flight Stability
Class 3 Chagler 3, Sec A, B,
June 15 | The Flight Environment | *Toxibook"
ision avoldance, Mirpors, Asfonautical Charts, Airspace
Class 4 Chaglers 4 Sec A, B, C,D
June2d | Faderal Aviation Regulations | FARIAIM
FARJAIM Fart 1.61.76.01.135, NTSE830 Manual*
Clags §
" June 23 | Communications £ d information “Toxtiook®
Radar & ATC Services, Radio Communications, Sources of Flight infermation
| Clnss 6 | Chagiar 5. Sec A, B. G | |
Juiy 6 Mutoorology For Pitots “Toxibook"
Bas Woathar Theory, Wesather Patierns, Weathor Hazards
_(:hss? | Chagilat 6, Sec A B.C ] i
Juily 13 reting Weather Data Textbook”
he Forecasting Process, Printed Reports of Forecasts, Graphic Wiather Products &
Class 8 Chagler 7, Sec A, B. G “HBRI-25
July 20 | Airplane Pofarmance | *Textbook*
Prodicing Perfomancs, Weight & Bakance, Flight Compaters &
Clags 9 Chapler B, Sec A, B, C. D *E&B*
Tty 27 | Wavigation | *Taxiboak,
Wth!;TE‘D«aU Rathoning, VOR Mavigation, ADF Mavigation, Advanced E&B,
Mavigation Plottor,
Class 10 Chagler 9, Sec A, B.C Soctional®
g3 T PO RS E & SRS T TeNtbOO. |
T oundry Flying EEB,
Chagpler 10, Sec B . Chapter 11, Sec A Plotter,
Sectional
Clags 11
“Aug. 10 | FrakdYrip| ToA TE Yowor: THO] AdkGlmse
Confem time of doparture = 5. 15w Material
OoRr
Class 12 In-Class ReviewO&A & Tpm
Mext Class Starting Aug. 17, 2026Call for Confirmation 281-402-2130
Recormmanded StodyMaterial, Seo Diount Packagt optons
Tt Bk - Jipgeidon Gard i — Pt Pl Missal™
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. ; Get membership and credit
SpeCIaI First towards fuel at IWS!

Ti mers! Hey Beechcraft owners!
Own a Bonanza or Baron?
Then join the fun! Make new
friends and find new places to
fly your Bonanza or Baron. We
have almost 200 members, and
we welcome you to join and
sign up at www.swbonanza.org

Charitable Organizations

in Need of Pilots
‘g’ Pilots N Paws’
ANGEL FLIGH

e o

PILOTS Fop

PATIENTS

Backcountry Flying at IWS
Are you up for the CHALLENGE?
T.0. & LDG AT IWS 1250
Grass Runway

NOTICE
EFFECTIVE
MAY 1, 2026
CASHLESS

TRANSACTIONS

ONLY
BETWEEN

7:30PM - 7:30AM

EVERYDAY

Land here
and get
your certificate!

Inquire with
Airport Manager!

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.
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MANCAVE

WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT

. -_r-='1n'||'!2 ."I.-"_]

-
< A 18000 GROSCHKE RD

%_‘&f"ﬂm{ -~ HOUSTON, TX 77084 ki

=

PROPERTY FEATURES:

2 dl < =

10,000 Sq Ft 1 Restroom Plenty of outside Corner Lot 24/7 Security
parking

ABOUT:
This 10,000 sq ft hangar is located at West Houston CONTACT DETA' LS
Airport, a full service airport. The 100’ x 100' hangar is
currently just one big open space, except for a small WOODY LESIKAR
restroom. All utilities onsite. Hangar door is an 80’ x 18’
hydroswing door with remote control as well as push \ 281 -492-2130

button opening. Hangar must be used primarily for aircraft
storage. Additional car parking available outside hangar.
Adjacent to Houston’s Energy Corridor, you will enjoy the
city’s finest amenities without the commute. Live. Work.
Fly. All in one place. Gated community with 24 hour
airport guard, conference rooms, and more.

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.

N woody@westhoustonairport.com

@ www.westhoustonairport.com
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The following entities are authorized to conduct

IWS based customers are not authorized to
operate a commercial aviation enterprise
without airport approval.

Aviation Business at IWS: Business/Residential LOTS for SALE

General Avionics 281-647-9600 BUILD your Hangar
Feathered Edge Aviation LLC 713-724-5002 OWN your Property
iky A'E';?r?ft JNEerE 58811':;3:;154252 Contact Woody Lesikar

exas Biplane -698-
Leading Edge Helicopter 281-215-3493 281-492-2130
Fast Freddy Mobile Detail 281-330-9813 A
West Houston Airport 281-492-2130 E R o V I I— LAS
Aircraft Sales-Flight Training

West Houston Airport Subdivision
Private Hangar Rentals (When Available)

Enautix Inc 210-380-1145 F-13
Aleph Invest. LLC  713-539-3452 E-8
DAS Hangar LLC  713-781-6400 E-16
A.l.C Inc. 281-492-2585 B-3
R. Burr 281-352-4674 G-3

LOTS FOR SALE!
C6 El, F11
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
ALSO AEROVILLAS
LOTS!
CONTACT
WOODY LESIKAR
281-492-2130

s

E3
L
-~
[ ]

For Sale: 2019 Xenon IV by Fly Argo
Engine time: 114 hours NEGOTIABLE!
Contact: Oscar Rojas Jr @ 305-747-5244

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.



ANOTE OF
CAUTION!
(LOCAL NOTAM)

We are getting a lot of
pigs/hogs, coyotes, and deer on
the Airport grounds at night.
Be extra cautious about this
influx of animals on and in the
vicinity of the runway.

Fo |
g:q(,, NEW lighting to help

prevent runway
= incursions installed at
intersections to
taxiways. For
vehicular traffic only.

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.

Feathered Edge
Aviation, LLC

Klint and Michelle
Calongne
West Houston Airport
Hangar 3E
713-724-5002

-

www.featherededgeaviation.com :

Email: featherededgeaviation@gmail.com
Family Owned and Operated

Over 1M Five Star Reviews!

MONTANA LIFE

REALTY

- 3.

Interested in beautiful

Montana homes?
Contact Will Friedner
406-249-1735
montanaliferealty@gmail.com

Check out what it is like
to live in Montana on

« Youtube!
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CONGRATULATIONS!
WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT FLYERS!

Congratulations
Andrew Avery
on receiving his private
pilot license!

Congratulations Romit
Dakshindas

on receiving his private
pilot license!

Notice for Patrons
of IWS

8 person certified life raﬂf@@ Y

Free use to customers!

Contact Customer Service Representative

at IWS
281-492-2130

Interested in sharing your experience as a Pilot?

Please email your experience to
info@westhoustonairport.com

Did you start flying before 1976!
If so, please call now!
Woody Lesikar
281-492-2130

Gift Certificates Available!
Give the gift of a Discovery Flight to
your friend!

Call Customer Service
Representative
281-492-2130!

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.

Happy Birthday Ethan!

SHAPPY%

T 7o 1r2oivl L

Employment Positions Available!
West Houston is Currently hiring

Excellent pay and amazing work

Interested candidates should inquire
directly with the airport at 281-492-2130.

for the following position!
Line Technician
Full time positions available.

environment.



€ WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT

“BEST PRACTICES TRAFFIC PATTERN”
LEFT HAND TRAFFIC E GPS E : CRAFT:
Runway 15 Landing / Departure Place GPS page on “Traffic” and lower
range when entering traffic pattern.
ADSB and TCAS equipped sircraft
observe and listen up for traffic alerts.
Do Not Mute Or Turn OfF Audio Mode

Direct Base
Leg Entry

DOWNWIND 45° Entry

-
‘-ﬂ
e ————————, W e
~ ;_
1200° RWY 15/33 STOL i

-~ e

= i
Uses Same Pattern T i -
BASE LEG CROSSWIND LEG A Climb to
; | — ,-' 1500°
i I F by [P
—_ B [ AGL and
e e __...I 7 15T TS Fuved | Elew b I ":‘ 1)“:.-_- : ﬂ"'
i - i FINAL LEG DA RTURE (Ll
Straight in Entry with PREARTURES \x on Course
Mo Traflic in Pattern or

Ahead on Final

CROSS WIND ENTRY

-
s o

u
Rttt P B 3
e

Helicopters

{Due 1o Residential An

Left Hand Pattern for 15
(Stay South of Clay Road)
Right Hand Pattern for 33

UPWIND SIDE ENTRY

500" Above Traffic
Pattern or 16007 MSL

e Concerms)

No 3607 Tums in Traflic Paltern

CROSS WIND!

]

i

DEPARJURES MH 310 i
AN

“BEST PRACTICES TRAFFIC PATTERN™
LEFT HAND TRAFFIC
Runway 33 Landing / Departure

3 rEne e TR

Place GPS page on “Traffic” and lower
range when entering traffic pattem.
UPWIND SIDE ENTRY ADSB and TCAS equipped aircrafi

F observe and histen up for traffic alerts.
4 Do Not Mute Or Tum OfF Audio Mode

4
4

*, 1
ENTRY ‘}‘ ¥ "

1200° RWY 15/33 STOL}
* Uses Same Pattem

500" Abowve Traffic
Pattern or 1600° M5L

LY
L
»

o

Straight in Entry with
Mo Traffic in Pattern or
FINAL LEG | Ahead on Final

[ Climb to T, = - e ;.‘-------
- -
15007 ol ;‘ : * *f
\'(_] o r I CROSSWIND LEG 1 BASE LEG
Alrl, A ‘ ]
1
Proceed ] 1
on Course | === ' -------”------p‘b———--——----——-—-l'-'-—-"‘i
# i
= DOWNWIND !
——— 1 |
45° Entrv T 5
3 — i Direct Base
Helicopters Leg Entry
Left Hand Pattern for 13

(Stay South of Clay Road)
Right Hand Pattern for 33

| Mo 3607 Tums in Traffic Pattem

{Dme to Resadential Area Concems)

O COFTRIONT ALL K30HT
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The Airport Terminal has a bulletin
board for Patrons to post their flight ;; {
gear for sale - including headsets, tow
bars, etc.
Feel free to utilize it!

USPS MAIL SHELTER
with

CaII: Fast Freddy Mobile Detail
281-330-9813
www.fastfreddymaobiledetail.com

Autos Detailed While You Are Out Of Town

AIRPORT APPROVED CONCESSIONAIRE

FEDEX PICKUP
GET YOUR BOX AT 77084
in Bear Creek Post Office
Ask for Katrina

ROBERT E. SINGER, ESQ
Attorney at Law/ GA Advocate
LLC’s, Leases, Contracts, Estate, Divorce
713-269-0592

FEATHERED EDGE AVIATION
W LLC
Aircraft Maintenance
Hangar 3E
713-724-5002
www.featherededgeaviation.com

SKY AIRCRAFT INTERIOR
Call Jennifer Darling
281-682-4454
Over 35 Years!

Make sure to follow us on our
social medias to keep up to date
A Friendly with all things WHA!
Place to Fly

Since 1962 @westhoustonairport

f TikTok

WEST
HOUSTON .I @westhoustonairport
AIRPORE

f @westhoustonairport

Dragos Photography
Events, Weddings, Aerial, and more.
Cell: 832-407-8040

AIRPORT RECOMMENDED!

GENERAL
AviONICS, INC.

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.
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All comments, complaints, and suggestions are welcome

VT \ please send to: Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,
HOUSTON \/ 281-492-2130, woody@westhoustonairport.com
Al Ri’O R : www.westhoustonairport.com

Aviation Businesses:
West Houston Airport (Since 1962)  Flight School, Pilot Supplies  Terminal Building 281-492-2130 www.westhoustonairport.com

General Avionics (Since 1995) Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East 281-647-9600 www.generalavionics.com
Sky Aircraft Interiors Aircraft Upholstery Hangar #1 White West  281-682-4454 jenni@skyaircraftinteriors.com
Dr. Victor Arellano (Pilot) FAA Medicals (by appt. only) On Airport Terminal Building 281-460-2247 (m)

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail Aircraft Detailing T-Hangar F2 281-330-9813 www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com
Texas Biplane Biplane Tours Hangar G8 281-698-7524 www.texasbiplane.com

Pat Brown IWS Resident DPE Terminal Building 832-654-9831 www.houstondpe.com
Leading Edge Helicopter Helicopter Tours Hangar F-13 281-215-3493 www.leadingedgehelicopters.com
Feathered Edge Aviation LLC Aircraft Maintenance Hangar 3E 713-724-5002 www.featherededgeaviation.com

WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT TEAM

AIRPORT CONTACTS: P.O. Box 941789, Houston, TX 77094-8789, 18000 Groschke Road, Houston, Texas 77084
Phone: 281-492-2130, Fax: 281-492-7028 email: info@westhoustonairport.com
SHELLY LESIKAR deZEVALLOS, President, shelly@westhoustonairport.com
WOODY LESIKAR, Executive Vice President, Director of Aviation, Airport Manager, woody@westhoustonairport.com
RENEE STRIPLING, CFO, renee@westhoustonairport.com *18
MARIAH AGUILAR, Executive Assistant/CSR, mariah@westhoustonairport.com
RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Mon thru Fri; rich@westhoustonairport.com *26
DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net *50
BILL HEIAM, President, West Houston Airport Subdivision Owners Association, Inc., volunteer

* Denotes years of service Woody

Please see website for contact and email information: www.westhoustonairport.com

Security ~ Grounds

LR

el .;I-d. |
Don*50 Bill

e =t

Brandon ‘Nat!‘ an

A

Pat Brown
IWS Resident

LINE CREW
DPE

SUPERVISORS:

DR Victor - '
*
Arellano, M.D. Erik *14

Resident Medical
Examiner

—

FAA Hotline
800-255-1111

Gavin

Dinh Ayman Josh  Ellioth Bradley

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.
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WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT

AIRCRAF T FORISALE

2003 CESSNA 172S
LEASEBACK READY

1971 PIPER ARROW

BONUSIDEPRECIATIONIFOR}2026;
TRADESJACCEPT,ED
FINANCINGYAVATLABTE

Woody Lesikar | 281-492-2130 | woody@westhoustonairport.com

©2026 West Houston Airport. All Rights Reserved.
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