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wheels about 5’ above the tarmac, Barbara saw his wife point-
ing at something. When asked later, she replied, “I pointed at an 
NDB tower that looked to be close to our flight path.” When she 
said “don’t hit that tower”, he immediately banked to the right, 
about 3’ of his right wing hit about 3’ of my right wing, spin-
ning us about 90 degrees clockwise. His right wheel tore off a 
steel fire extinguisher box atop a 5’ high, 3” diameter steel pipe, 
one of two set in concrete guarding the 100LL pump. His air-
plane then pitched down sharply. His right wing (about one foot 
outboard of the wing strut) hit one of the 3” diameter steel pipes 
guarding the JetA pump, tearing it out of the concrete and send-
ing large chunks flying. From there, they went sliding down the 
tarmac and ended up against a slight berm with the aircraft 
facing west. 
     No one was seriously injured; Barbara the most. Her body 
rotated about 90 degrees in a millisecond but her head didn’t. 
She ended up with a twisted neck still being treated. 
     He had insurance which covered my loss. The company and 
I eventually agreed to total out my Lake. We agreed on an 
amount which they paid promptly. 
     I guess the moral to this story, if there is one — or maybe I 
should say the lesson learned from this is: Stay alert! Don’t let 
your guard down! Don’t think for a minute that you are abso-
lutely safe no matter where you are. And always, always push 
your airplane back from the gas pump at least 11’. (Remember 
8 + 3=11!) 
     This event kind of reminds me of what recently happened 
with the CAP (Civil Air Patrol) at West Houston Airport. Here 
is why: About two months after this collision, I came into pos-
session of the official Winter 2001 issue of the CAP magazine, 
“Wings Over Texas”. Reading the article on page 3 written 
about the midair/ground collision between the Cessna 170 and 
the Lake amphibian, I was absolutely appalled and incensed.  
     Every word of the article was a complete fabrication, starting 
with the headline: “SAN MARCOS SQUADRON SAVES 
LIVES AT GIDDINGS”. There were no lives in need of saving. 
The two people in the Cessna had minor bruises only. I had no 
injury and my passenger, Barbara, received a twisted neck. 
Contrary to the article, the Cessna did not cartwheel into the 
Lake. It was flying when it struck my aircraft. The CAP cadets 
did not rescue the two occupants of the Cessna. Shana, a li-
censed EMT and daughter of Carla, the Giddings FBO, was the 
first person to get to the Cessna, talked to the occupants, con-
cluded they were in no grave danger and assisted in their egress 
from the aircraft. Carla did not help the occupants of the Lake, 
the elderly couple, to safety. We needed no help and exited the 
aircraft entirely on our own. I do not see how the cadets could 
have handled crowd control because there was no crowd to 
control. 
     The article was perhaps the worst case of journalistic sensa-
tionalism I have ever read. I think sometimes organizations get 
too big for their britches. 
 

~Bobby Jackson 
Stearman, T-28, Lake Amphibian, Pilatus Pilot 

Picture This! 
     It is Saturday morning, 
8:00 a.m., October 27, 
2001, the first Saturday we 
could fly after 911. Not a 
cloud in the sky. Not a 
whisp of wind. It is West 
Houston Airport (IWS).  
     I own my own hangar 
and keep my 1964 LA 4-
180 in it as well as renting 
out space to other aircraft owners. I’ve owned my Lake for 11 
½ years and have over 800 hours in it. 
     I drive down to the Terminal for my usual free Saturday 
morning donut, sweet roll and coffee, hurry back to the hangar, 
pull the Lake out, do my preflight, jump in and crank. The plan 
is to fly to Giddings, Texas, about 71 miles west. My friend, 
Barbara, is driving over to Giddings from Austin. We will meet 
in Giddings, and then fly to Galveston (Scholes Field, not salt 
water) and spend the day with family. 
     Five miles out, I call Unicom and ask for an airport advisory. 
Carla, the Giddings FBO comes back with: “No traffic, no 
wind, so take your pick, 17 or 35.” I’m a little north so I cross-
wind to left downwind to 35, land and taxi up to the fuel island, 
about 65 yards from the runway. I kiss Barbara hello, load her 
bags, top off with fuel and push the Lake back from the pump 
so that the aircraft is facing north with the right wingtip about 8’ 
from the 100LL pump. 
     Barbara and I get in, buckle up, crank up and put on our 
headsets. Holding the brakes, I’m looking inside, turning on the 
avionics, GPS, etc., when Barbara says, “What is he doing?”  
     I look up and see this Cessna 170 departing Runway 17 
heading straight for us, over a ditch, dirt flying, up and over a 
berm into the air, full throttle straight for us. He’s climbing ever 
so slowly. I say, “He’s going to clear us… He’s going to clear 
us…” WHAM! “He didn’t clear us. Are you okay, Barbara?” 
She says, “I think so.” 
     We are now facing east toward the terminal, engine still 
idling. I shut the engine down, jump out and look. I see people 
running toward our right. To our right is what’s left of the 170, 
exactly 1190’ from us. No fire, thank goodness, but it looks 
more like a heap of scrap aluminum than a just restored, classic 
airplane. I think the only thing useable, as is, on his airplane 
was the vertical fin and rudder. Believe it or not, the owner-pilot 
and his wife received only minor bruises.  
     Here’s what happened: They bought the 170 in August 2001. 
He took Dual in it and got his tailwheel endorsement. As you 
know, there was very little flying in the month of September 
and into October. On this fateful morning, he and his wife were 
out getting more “acquainted” with the airplane and Giddings 
just happened along. As he landed on 17 — remember there 
was no wind — he lost control, started veering off the runway 
to the left and elected to try to fly out of it. 
     When his aircraft was about 30 to 40’ in front of us, with his 

Octogenarian, Bobby Jackson, 
with his Lake Amphibian at IWS 



PREFLIGHT Breakfast 
Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Pilots/Prospective Pilots Invited.  Bring 
Your Plane!  Discounted, full service fuel.  ALL week-end at the Terminal. 
Windshields Cleaned and Tires Aired. CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED!   
 
PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL 
Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., West Houston Airport.   No 
prior reservations needed.  Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation!  Bring a 
family member for half-price.  Don’t miss this new and exciting learning experi-
ence!  Contact C. G. “Hank” Henry, Chief Pilot, 281-492-2130. 
 
INSTRUMENT PILOT GROUND SCHOOL 
Every Tuesday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., West Houston Airport.  Call to 
verify course availability Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation!  Contact Hank 
Henry, Chief Pilot, for further information, 281-492-2130. 
 
 
 
FAA SAFETY MEETING 
Fourth (4th) Tuesday Every Month, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Special Fuel Prices in 
affect for all Fly-ins/Taxi-ins. Plan to attend the November 26, 2013, Safety 
Meeting, 7pm—9pm. Contact Carol Brackley 713-301-5407 or email 
carolav8@att.net.   
 
 
 
 
99’S MEETING 
Second (2nd) Tuesday Every Month, 7:00 p.m., Terminal Building, 2nd Floor. 
Women’s Organization of Pilots, Men welcome! Contact Sophie Thibodeaux 281
-391-2958.  See website www.ninety-nines.org.  
 
COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE 
Meetings 3rd Sunday of  the Month  at 2:00 p.m., Hangar B-5. Memberships avail-
able. Contact 281-579-2131 or email info@houstonwing.org, 
www.houstonwing.org.  
 
EAA CHAPTER 774 MEETING 
For Meeting Information and Announcements Contact Rick Human 281-463-6769. 
Great Meetings!  Large Turnouts!  Join Today.  
 
WOMEN IN AVIATION 
For meeting information contact Vicki at 812-989-6653 or email 
vicki@houstonwai.org.  See website www.houstonwai.org. 
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WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT 
FULL SERVICED! 

Fill ups!     Oiled!      Lubed! 
Pitot Heated!Gear Extended! 
Tires Blown! Hand Propping! 

          Plane-pictures.net    
281-492-2130 

www.westhoustonairport.com  

FAA HOTLINE: 1-866-TELL-FAA 

 
 

*OUR NEAREST  
COMPETITION HAS  
A LOT OF FLYERS! 

 
THE FEATHERED KIND! 

 
AVOID INGESTION! 

 
FLY  

WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT. 
  

*Data from FAA National  
Wildlife Strikes Report. 



 

● PILOT SUPPLIES● 
 

●GIFT CERTIFICATES● 
 
 

Based Customers: 
 

Free Use of Life Raft, 
Life Preservers & Oxygen 

 Bottle/Masks and Parachutes. 
 

GIVE A DISCOVERY FLIGHT! 
 
 
 
 

 
  FOR RENT 

 
 

CESSNA 172S SKYHAWKS 
 

CESSNA 172S - G1000/AIR 
 

CESSNA T182 - G1000 
 

BEECH F33C BONANZA 
 

BEECH B-55 BARON  
 
 
 
 

FAA Registration,  
  Bill of Sale, Affidavit of  

Occasional Sale and Other 
Forms Available Here! 

Notary service. 
 

Free:  Coffee, Ice, Popcorn, 
Iced Tea 

 

Lagniappe 
 

Authorized AeroNav FAA 
Chart Dealer! 

AIRCRAFT FOR RENT/INSTRUCTION   
Online Scheduling at:            www.westhoustonairport.com 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PRIVATELY OWNED  
HANGARS AT IWS: 

(Available Space for Rent) 
 

See our website for details 
www.westhoustonairport.com   
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AIRCRAFT FOR SALE 

1982 Cessna C182R:  1900/400 
TSnewE. Garmin 430, STEC 
Autopilot. 
 
 
 

1991 Cessna 560 Citation V: 
SOH 3000/2500. Well-equipped!
WAAS 500 GPS, Wx, Freon AC, 
Recent Paint/Interior, Cessna Ser-
vice Center Maintenance.   
 
 
 

1978 Beech V35B Bonanza: 3000 
TTA, 700 SFREM, Upgraded Avi-
onics. Air! 

 
 

COMPLETE FACILITIES 
AVAILABLE AT IWS:  
 

▪ COMMUNITY   
   HANGARS  
 

▪ T-HANGARS  
 

▪ T-COVERS    
 

▪ TIEDOWNS  
 

▪ LARGE HANGARS  
   FOR RENT 
 

▪ SMALL OFFICES 
   FOR RENT 

 

HANGARS FOR SALE: 
 

 

               
 
 
 

               Hangar C2                                Hangar G4/5 
            281-492-2130                281-492-2130                                 

LOTS FOR SALE: 
 
 
                                               

Lots:  D-3   E-11/13   F-11 
 
 

 

$$$  FINANCING   AVAILABLE   $$$   

WE’RE CLOSER TO WHERE 
YOU WANT TO GO! 

 Buying an airplane?  
 

 Basing it at IWS?  
 

        Free comprehensive 
advise on tax issues, pre-
buys, depreciation and 
more! For a consultation and 
support materials call 
Woody Lesikar at 281-492-
2130. Check with your pro-
fessional licensed provider, 
then call me for money sav-
ing ideas that you won’t get 
anywhere else. 

AEROVILLAS  
 

at WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT 
 

 
 

Now Taking Lot Reservations!  



AIRPORT CONTACTS:  281-492-2130    Fax: 281-492-7028        
WOODY LESIKAR, Director of Aviation, Airport Manager, Available 24/7; woody@westhoustonairport.com 
SHELLY LESIKAR deZEVALLOS, Corporate Officer, Ext 203; shelly@westhoustonairport.com 
STACY LESIKAR MARTIN, Corporate Officer, Business Promotion, stacy@westhoustonairport.com *** 
C.G. “HANK” HENRY, Chief Pilot, Ext 211, 8:00 am to 6:00 pm Mon. thru Fri; hank@westhoustonairport.com * x36 
TERRI ROBASON, Executive Assistant, 8:30 am to 5:30 pm, Mon thru Fri; terri@westhoustonairport.com *** 
RENEE STRIPLING, Corporate Officer, Accounting Manager, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm Mon thru Fri;   
  renee@westhoustonairport.com ***** 
RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri;  
                                  rich@westhoustonairport.com************* 
DANIEL RENTERIA, Lead Supervisor Line Services, 7:30 am to 7:30 pm  Sat. & Sun., 10:00 am. to 6:00 pm Mon & 
  Fri.; daniel@westhoustonairport.com******** 
MIKE WHITE, Lead Supervisor Line Services, 6:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon—Fri; mike@westhoustonairport.com ****** 
RON THOMAS, Lead Supervisor Line Services, 2:00 pm to 10:00 pm Mon—Fri; ron@westhoustonairport.com * 
DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net  - volunteer 
BOBBY JACKSON, President  & Mayor Emeritus, West Houston Airport Subdivision Owners Association, Inc., 
                                    bobbyj5471@sbcglobal.net  - volunteer 
KARL MEDCALF, West Houston Airport IT Support,  karl.medcalf@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 

IWS SUPPORT TEAM:                                       (*Indicates years employed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct comments, complaints, suggestions to:  
Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,  

281-492-2130 
woody@westhoustonairport.com            

P.O. Box 941789 
Houston, Texas 77094-8789 
18000 Groschke Rd.  
Houston, Texas 77084-8789 
Phone: 281-492-2130 
Fax:    281-492-7028 

“WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT TEAM” 
 

West Houston Airport (Since 1962) Flight School, Pilot Supplies Terminal Building      281-492-2130      www.westhoustonairport.com 
Calkins Aero Service (Since 1985)   Maintenance and Repairs   Hangar #3 Red East        281-579-6674       www.calkinsaero.com 
General Avionics (Since 1995)  Avionics Sales and Service   Hangar #1 White East     281-647-9600       www.general-avionics.com 
Air West Interiors     Upholstery    Hangar #1 White East     281-398-3821        
J & S Detailing (Since 1991)  Aircraft Detailing    On Site           832-202-4198       www.jsaircraftdetailing.com 
Lone Star Rod & Rifle  Purveyors of Fine Sporting Life Hangar B-1          281-829-3006       www.lonestarrodandrifle.com 
Dr. Victor Arellano (Baron Pilot) FAA Medicals (by appt. only)   15410 Ridge Park Dr.     281-855-2244(o)   www.tmauc.com  
         Houston, Tx 77095         281-460-2247(m) 
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W E S T  H O U S T O N  A I R P O R T  

Need cash 
for your 

trip?   
ATM located 

in the  
Main  

Terminal!  
$3.50 for up 

to $500  
Open 

STEPHANIE GUAJARDO, Customer Service  
  Representative*** 
OLIVIA WATKINS, Customer Service Representative 
KRISTEN GIBSON, Customer Service Representative 
JERRY ALLEN, Certified Flight Instructor* 
BEN SIGMUNDIK, Certified Flight Instructor 
CHRIS LANGSTON, Certified Flight Instructor 
JUSTIN HUFFMAN, Certified Flight Instructor 
RONNIE BOLES, Linecrew Technician*** 
MATTHEW RUIZ, Linecrew Technician** 
BLAKE SMITH, Linecrew Technician* 
ERIK DITTMAR, Linecrew Technician* 
IAN SPURLOCK, Linecrew Technician* 
 
 
 

TYLER TEPE, Linecrew Technician* 
SEAN FRITSCHE, Linecrew Technician 
ROBERT JACKSON, Linecrew Technician 
GARY MCILQUHAM, Linecrew Technician 
SERGY PAN, Linecrew Technician 
WARREN VANDAGRIFF, Linecrew Technician 
TRAVIS CHATAM, Linecrew Technician 
MARK WHITNEY, Linecrew Technician 
SUNI BALLARD, Linecrew Technician 
PHILLIP KMIEC, Chief Mechanic* 
OLEG PAN, Maintenance Support 
SAM TURK, Grounds Maintenance*  


