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Traffic Patterns 

The National Transportation 
Board (NTSB) release of the 
“Most Wanted” culprits of 
causes of General Aviation ac-
cidents has attracted the attention of a lot of people. 
The “Loss of Control” accidents seem to be in airport 
traffic patterns. The highest percent-
ages of these are occurring during 
the “turn to final” portion of the pat-
terns. 

I don’t know just how much atten-
tion the FAA is giving the subject. 
The AOPA and the University of 
North Dakota are studying the dif-
ference in using the “Present Rec-
tangular Traffic Patterns” vs. using 
a rounded-end instead of a squared-
off base leg. 

The goal seems to 
be for all landing 
approaches to be 
“stabilized”. 
Translated- the 
airspeed held 
“constant”, rate-of
-descent 
“constant”, and  rate

-of-turns 
“constant”.  

During the 
turn-to-final 
in the rectan-
gular traffic 
pattern, pilots sometimes loose situational 
awareness and fail to begin the turn-to-final ear-
ly enough for the turn to be completed in-line 
with the runway. When the pilot realizes that the 
airplane is over-shooting the path in-line with 
the runway, he/she often make a drastic increase 

Improve Groschke 
Road Call 311 on 
your Cell phone to 
City of Houston report 
needed road repair. 
(16500 block west of 
Hwy 6)  

GOT  AVIATION  NEWS: Send to Stacy@westhoustonairport.com tips, comments, events, suggestions, articles, or letters to the editor.   
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“THE FINEST IN A FULL SERVICE FACILITY”      
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Does the pilot shrug it off and continue on course to 
a nearby airport for touch-and-go practice? Or does 
the pilot go on alert, assess the situation, and re-
evaluate the mission? Good for you if you opted for 
going on alert. How will you proceed? 
 In any unexpected flight scenario, the first 
thing to do, as every student pilot should be able to 
recite from memory, is “fly the airplane.” Maintain 

control, 
making 
the extra 
effort not 

to let the strong urge to begin troubleshooting the 
problem immediately distract you from a more im-
mediate priority. Can you say what that priority is? 
 Expediting the climb to an altitude from 
which you can make a safe return to the airport—if 
necessary—is the immediate priority. (Your engine 
is still developing power. Use it.) 
It would be very helpful to maneuver close to the 
departure airport, either by remaining in the traffic 
pattern or by “spiraling up” to your cruise altitude 
in the immediate vicinity. At a towered airport, 
work out the details with air traffic control, giving 
ATC a heads-up that you are troubleshooting a 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS  
 Apply today CFI, CFII  

 Email : Stacy@westhoustonairpor t.com or   
call  Hank at 281-492-2130 

A single-engine Cessna is climbing just after takeoff when the engine skips a beat, then 
resumes normal operation.   Attention-getting. But what happens next? By Dan Namowitz (AOPA) 



“As The Beacon Turns”  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

PREFLIGHT Breakfast   
Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Pilots/Prospective Pilots Invited.  Bring Your 
Plane!   
 
 

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL 
Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., Class Starts April 10, 2017 West 
Houston Airport.    No prior reservations needed.  Licensed Jeppesen Video 
Presentation!  Bring a family member for half-price.  Start learning to fly today, 
don’t procrastinate.   
 
 

INSTRUMENT PILOT GROUND SCHOOL    
Call for to sign up, 10 week course 7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m..  Licensed Jeppesen Video 
Presentation!  Contact Stacy at stacy@westhoustonairprot.com to sign up for the 
Spring class!  
 
 

FAA SAFETY MEETING,  
Fourth (4th) Tuesday 7:00pm-9:00pm March 28,  flying for charitable organiza-
tions. Bo Hunter with Pilots for Patients; FAASTeam requesting volunteers contact 
Carol Brackely @ carolav8@att.net  
 
 

99’s MEETING 
 February meeting Saturday February 11, 2017  Contact Becky for more information 
Meetings International Organization of Women Pilots! Email Becky at nick-
ellb01@att.net, website www.ninety-nines.org.  
 
 

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE (CAF)  
Museum open first and third Saturday of the month 10am-3pm.  Meetings 3rd Sunday 
of  the Month  at 2:00 p.m., Hangar B-5. Call for tours and flights at 936-697-3237 or 
the hangar at 281-579-2131 email info@houstonwing.org,  April 22, 23 Open House 
 
 

EAA CHAPTER 774 MEETING 
Third (3rd) Thursday of the month 7:00 p.m. Terminal Building 2nd floor. For Meet-
ing Information and Announcements Contact Rick Human 281-463-6769. Great 
Meetings!  Join Today.  
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MARCH   

12 - Day Light Savings,  17 – St. Patrick's  

Quote:  I realized how important it was to know something about aviation, and it 
was something I was interested in, so I followed my brother's footsteps 

and obtained my pilot's license. Ellen Ochoawww.brainyquote.com 

Trivia: Steep turns properly done increase: ___ A) Airspeed B) Lift C) Fuel efficiency 
D) Stall Speed        ANSWER D 



AIRCRAFT FOR SALE,  
Buy, Sell, Broker, Trade, Acquire  

For information  Call 281-492-2130   
ask for Woody Lesikar  

RUNWAY 15 
Fuel Price Comparison for January 2017 

JET A        High  Low  Avg 
Southwest Region  7.01 2.29 3.92 
West Houston Airport  3.91 2.89* 3.42 
AVGAS (100LL)    

Southwest Region   8.33 3.05 4.41 
West Houston Airport  4.96 4.46 4.71 

*With Volume discount                      Published on AirNav.com 
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https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2017/february/24/training-tip-
troubleshooting-or-shooting-for-trouble# 

problem but require no special handling so far. 
 Under control and level at a safe altitude, it’s 
time to scan the gauges, double-check the position of 
the fuel selector valve, check for carburetor ice, or 
perform a magneto check, as the scenario dictates. 
(You are “double checking” the fuel selector valve 
because most pilots might instinctively have given it 
a quick look during the climb while taking care not 
to violate the prime directive to fly the airplane. 
Same goes for checking the carb heat control, if 
equipped.) 
  Keeping your priorities straight while balanc-
ing the demands of flying a questionable aircraft 
through a critical phase of flight, then troubleshoot-

ing, de-
mands clearest thinking. 
 When a pilot landing a Cessna 441 twin tur-
boprop on a wet runway guessed—wrongly—that a 
problem with the propellers’ reverse-thrust function 
was the cause of the aircraft’s poor deceleration dur-
ing rollout, the result of misguided corrective actions 
was a runway overrun. 
 “My initial troubleshooting of the reverse 
wasted valuable runway distance, and so could have 
been used more efficiently in slowing the aircraft,” 
the pilot noted in an Aviation Safety Reporting Sys-
tem account of the event. 

Beech Bonanza 
Dual Yokes FOR 

RENT  
 281-492-2130 

FOR RENT  

CESSNA 172S SKYHAWK, 

CESSNA 172S - G1000/AIR, 

BEECH A36 BONANZA, 

BEECH 58 BARON 

WHA Based  
Customers: 

 Life Rafts & Jackets 
Call Ahead & Reserve   

 281-492-2130  

of bank, increasing the stall speed (due to increased 
load factor). Sometimes this results in the stall-spin 
accident. The chances of successful recovery are pretty 

slim at this low altitude. 
 By making the 
round-ended pattern (fig. 
2) during a “stable” approach, any 
changes will be gradual and less likely 
to catch the pilot by surprise and cause 
an over-reaction. 
 A case against the round-ended 
pattern would be the inability to see 
traffic on final or base leg that is farther 
from the runway than you are. 
 Pilots in the left seat will have 

extremely limited visibility out the right window, even in a high 
wing airplane. In a low wing, the wing will be an additional ob-
struction to the pilot’s view of possible traffic on final or base leg 
located farther from the runway than you are.   
 The University of North Dakota and the AOPA expect to 
have some results from their studies available in early 2017. 
 It will be interesting to see what, if anything, the FAA will  have 
to say about any of this, they may or may not come up with some 
excuse to change the name of the traffic pattern parts. 

1982 Conquest I: Nice Plane Priced right!  
1981 Conquest I:  Lowest priced on the market! 
1992 Bonanza A36: New Paint ready to Fly! 
1993 Bonanza A36:  New Paint New Interior must See! 
2004 Diamond DA 20: Come Look. 

Woody Lesikar 281-492-2130 
woody@westhoustonairport.com 

 Buying an airplane?   
Free comprehensive advise on tax issues, pre-buys, depreciation and more! For a consultation 
and support materials call Woody  Lesikar at 281-492-2130.  



AIRPORT CONTACTS:  281-492-2130    Fax: 281-492-7028        

WOODY LESIKAR, Director of Aviation, Airport Manager, Available 24/7; woody@westhoustonairport.com 
SHELLY LESIKAR deZEVALLOS, Corporate Officer, shelly@westhoustonairport.com 
STACY LESIKAR-MARTIN, Corporate Officer, Business Promotion, stacy@westhoustonairport.com 
RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri;   
 rich@westhoustonairport.com **************** 
DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net  - volunteer 
BOBBY JACKSON, President  & Mayor Emeritus, West Houston Airport Subdivision Owners Association, Inc., 
                                    bobbyj5471@sbcglobal.net  - volunteer 
 

 

 

All comments, complaints, and suggestions are welcome please send to:  
Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,  

281-492-2130 
woody@westhoustonairport.com * www.westhoustonairport.com       

P.O. Box 941789 
Houston, Texas 77094-8789 
18000 Groschke Rd.  
Houston, Texas 77084-8789 
Phone: 281-492-2130 
Fax:    281-492-7028 
email: 
info@westhoustonairport.com 
 

Aviation Businesses: 

West Houston Airport (Since 1962) Flight School, Pilot Supplies  Terminal Building      281-492-2130  www.westhoustonairport.com 

Calkins Aero Service (Since 1985)   Maintenance and Repairs Hangar #3 Brown East   281-579-6674      www.calkinsaero.com 

General Avionics (Since 1995)  Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East    281-647-9600      www.general-avionics.com 

Sky Aircraft  Interiors   Aircraft Upholstery   Hangar #1 White West   281-682-4454     

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail  Aircraft Detailing         281-330-9813     www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com 

Dr. Victor Arellano  (Pilot)  FAA Medicals (by appt. only)  15410 Ridge Park Dr. , Houston, Tx 77095   281-855-2244(o)  281-460-2247(m) ww.tmauc.com  

 
Airport Based Non-Aviation Businesses 

Lone Star Rod & Rifle  Purveyors of Fine Sporting Life Hangar B-1    281-829-3006 www.lonestarrodandrifle.com 

A.I.C. Security  Total Security System Solutions Hangar B-3    888-242-9777 www.aic-security.com 

REALMARK Design  Hangar and Hangar Home Construction Hangar G-4/5 713-389-0806 www.aerovilla.com 

Herndon/Muncey  Plumbing Solutions (Investigative) Hangar D-1 281-579-0515  www.herndonmuncey.com  

Need cash? 

   

ATM located 
in the Main  

Terminal!  

 

Open 24/7/365 

IWS SUPPORT TEAM:  
 
RENEE STRIPLING, CFO  
Accounting office open, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Mon thru Fr i: 
renee@westhoustonairport.com ********* 
COURTNEY NICKELL, Customer Service Representative** 
BECKY NICKELL, Customer Service Representative* 
CRYSTAL HOLL, Customer Service Representative 
TIFFANY GROVE, Customer Service Representative 
 
C.G. “HANK” HENRY, Chief Pilot,  8:00 am to 5:30 pm 
Mon. thru Fri; hank@westhoustonairport.com * x39 
QUENTIN BRISEPIERRE, Certified Flight Instructor* 
JERRY ALLEN, Certified Flight Instructor** 
TYLER ROMACK, Certified Flight Instructor 
 
PHILLIP KMIEC, Chief Mechanic**** 
SAM TURK, Grounds Maintenance********* 
RICK DELBOSQUE, Vehicle Maintenance 
 
*Indicates years employed 
 

 
 
 
MIKE WHITE, Lead Line Supervisor, 1st Shift 
mike@westhoustonairport.com ********** 
RONNIE BOLES, Lead Line Supervisor, 2nd Shift  
Ronnie@westhoustonairport.com ****** 
RON THOMAS, Lead Line Supervisor, Weekend shift; 
Ron@westhoustonairport.com**** 
ERIK DITTMAR, Lead Line Supervisor, 3rd Shift**** 
SEAN FRITSCHE, Line Crew Technician*** 
MARK WHITNEY, Line Crew Technician*** 
TOBY COOKE,  Line Crew Technician** 
MARK TAMEZ. Line Crew Technician** 
JOSE VILLATORO, Line Crew Technician* 
JESSE GUTIERREZ, Line Crew Technician* 
JAMES FENTON, Line Crew Technician 
THOMAS METZ, Line Crew Technician 
CAMERON SATHNGAM, Line Crew Technician 

RUNWAY 15 
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Page 4 

● PILOT SUPPLIES● 
Based Customers: 

Free Use of Life Raft, 
Life Preservers 

 Call Ahead to Reserve   
 281-492-2130  

Also Available for Rent  
Bonanza Dual Yoke  


