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IWS INSTRUMENT  

APPROACHES 

 As many of you know, the IWS 

instrument approach to runway 15 is 

restricted to day light ops only, and 

both approaches 15 and 33 are restrict-

ed to straight-in approaches only. The FAA blames 

it on the trees on the golf course, but it’s really be-

cause the FAA would rather penalize pilots and air-

ports some 300+, rather than just raise the mini-

mums. Of course we are dealing with non-pilots at 

the FAA. The designers of these instrument ap-

proaches have no experience in actual flying planes, 

except from the back seat. In addition you cannot 

fly a circle to land from either approach under IFR 

at any time. Key word here is IFR. 

 So what can you do? If you are on an IFR 

flight plan at night with winds favoring runway 15, 

you can ask for the minimum obstruction clearance 

altitude (MOCA) to the Orient waypoint and if VFR 

at that point, cancel IFR and land. If the ceiling is 

below the MOCA, you must do the IFR approach to 

runway 33 and subject to winds and ceiling, circle 

to land runway 15. Do not ask Approach Control for 

a circle to land. They will not give you that unless 

you cancel your IFR and proceed under VFR. 

 On this point I question what the MOCA 

really is on the final approach segment. Is it the 

minimum for the approach or area minimum? In 

any event try this and if you have a problem with 

the controller let me know. 

 If the ceiling and/or visibility is too low and/

or winds too strong for the approach you are given, 

you can always go to SGR and let us know on the 

Unicom or by phone and we will come pick you up. 

 Be safe and let me know if you have any 

problems. 

 I solicit your comments. 

Woody Lesikar 

Airport Manager, 

woody@westhoustonairport.com 

 

Do you have Personal Minimums?  

Whether you are on your first solo, or have 30,000 hours, every 

pilot should have personal minimums set before they get off the 

ground.  Your personal minimums should let you fly with less 

stress and less risk.   AOPA and FAA offer great check lists as a 

guidance for personal minimums for VFR and IFR pilots.   

 When looking at setting  personal minimums there are 

four main factors to keep in consideration, the  pilot, aircraft, 

environment, and external pressures.  These will change with 

experience and comfort levels. 

 Looking at your experience or recency of takeoffs and 

landings for day and night flying and your experience in the air-

craft may be a consideration depending on the flight plan.  IFR 

rating and IFR currency may increase or decrease the personal 

minimums according to what you have flown in the past few 

months.  Your physical condition being tired, hungry, or certain 

medications may be impactive during flight. A good pilot will 

always evaluate their health prior to flight.    

 A thorough preflight of the aircraft, fuel and oil, aircraft 

maintenance, and aircraft performance calculations keeps a pilot 

in check.  Are you familiar with the aircraft avionics? Do you 

Hangar / Home / Office D11 For  Sale or Lease Call 

Woody or Stacy at 281-492-2130  

http://

www.brettzamoredesign.com/2015/06/14/

dezavallos-hangar/  

NEW DPE IN TOWN 

Congratulations Pat Brown 

After many attempts the FAA fi-

nally allowed a non airline pilot to 

become a (DPE) Designated Pilot 

Examiner.  Call Pat when needing 

that check ride.  He is qualified to give Private, Instru-

ment, and  Commercial.   

Cell: 832.654.9831 

Email: Pat@HoustonDPE.com 

Web: www.HoustonDPE.com 

INSTRUMENT PILOT GROUND SCHOOL    
Class starting October 15,  2019 call 281-492-2130 

http://www.brettzamoredesign.com/2015/06/14/dezavallos-hangar/
http://www.brettzamoredesign.com/2015/06/14/dezavallos-hangar/
http://www.brettzamoredesign.com/2015/06/14/dezavallos-hangar/


“As The Beacon Turns”  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

PREFLIGHT Breakfast   
Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Pilots/Prospective Pilots Invited.  Fly Your Plane!  Weekend 
fuel prices in effect! Fuel up on  donuts and  kolaches to start your journey.  
 
 

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL 
Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.,  12 week class series Each class a stand alone class. 
No prior reservations needed.  Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation!  Bring a family member for 
half-price.  Start learning to fly today.  
 
 

INSTRUMENT PILOT GROUND SCHOOL    
Call to sign up, Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation!  email stacy@westhoustonairport.com to 

sign up for class!  Class starting October 15,  2019 call and  sign up.   
 
 

FAA SAFETY MEETING,  
Fourth (4th) Tuesday, 7:00pm for more info email Scott Vaughn at dsvaughncsp@gmail.com.   
 
 

99’s MEETING 

Meeting will be Saturday October 5 @ 2:30 p.m.  Contact 99’s for location  International Organi-

zation of Women Pilots!    website www.ninety-nines.org.   
 

 

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE (CAF)  
Museum open first and third Saturday of the month 10am-3pm.  Meetings 3rd Sunday of  the Month  at 

2:00 p.m.  Contact email for tours and flight information at rides@houstonwing.org or  the hangar at 

281-579-2131,  info@houstonwing.org.  Volunteers and donations welcome.  Wings over Houston Air 

Show  October 19 and 20. Ellington field 
 

EAA CHAPTER 774 MEETING 
Third (3rd) Thursday of the month 7:00 p.m. Contact Jeff Clarke  832-425-8277 or email: 

clarkeandco@aol.com for EAA interest.     

 

NBAA Oct. 22-24, 2019 | Las Vegas, NV.  
https://nbaa.org/events/2019-business-aviation-convention-exhibition 
 

AOPA October  28, 2019 7:00 pm “Difficult Decisions: What would you do?” By Pat Brown 
 
 

TEXAS BIPLANE Exper ience Freedom in the Air  as you fly in an open-cockpit biplane over 

Texas!fly@texasbiplane.com 281-698-7524.  
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RUNWAY 15 
OCTOBER  

   14th Columbus Day  and  31st  Halloween     

QUOTE:  You haven’t seen a tree until you’ve seen its shadow from the sky.” – Amelia 

Earhart  

Aviation Acronym:   PAVE—Personal Minimums Checklist 

Pilot, Aircraft, Environment, External Pressures 

Fuel Price Comparison for September 

       JET A            High    Low   Avg            AVGAS (100LL)       High    Low    Avg  

Southwest Region       7.29     2.75    4.40     Southwest Region            7.76     3.00    4.71 

West Houston Airport    4.27     3.16*   3.71    West Houston Airport        4.27     3.16    3.71 
 *With Volume discount                      Published on AirNav.com 

http://www.ninety-nines.org/


RUNWAY 15 
CONGRATULATIONS!!  

WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT FLIGHT SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 

PRIVATE PILOT  

Matthew Kidd  

CFI: Travis Schuster 
 

Javier Franco 

CFI: Travis Schuster 
 

Brandon Mathieu  

CFI: Jesse Gutierrez 
 

Johnathan Rager 

CFI: Travis Schuster 
 

Ruben Mendez 

CFI: Travis Schuster 
 

Clay Huckins 

CFI: Argenis Troche 

 

SOLO 

Ryosuke Akagi 

Mark Bennet 

Sarah Johnson 

Adam Wright 
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By C. G. “HANK” HENRY 

FAA DESIGNATED EXAMINER 
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Based Customers: 

Free Use of Life Raft,  

Life Preservers, 

  Also Available for Rent  

Bonanza Dual Yoke  

Call Ahead to Reserve   

281-492-2130 

● PILOT SUPPLIES● 

1993 Baron 58 -  Beautiful! 

1999 Baron 58  - Best Deal in town! 

1997 Baron 58 - Don’t let this pass you by!  

1993 Bonanza A36 -  Fly away! 

1999 Cessna T206H - Go Any where! 

2005 Cessna 172S G1000  - Leaseback!!  

2003 Cessna 172S Analog  - Leaseback !! 

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE,  

Buy, Sell, Broker, Trade, Finance  

For information  Call 281-492-2130   

ask for Woody Lesikar  

West Houston Airport,   

P.O. Box 941789,  

Houston, Texas 77094-8789 

18000 Groschke Rd.,   

Houston, Texas 77084-8789 

Phone: 281-492-2130,   

Fax:    281-492-7028  

email: 

info@westhoustonairport.com 

 Business or residential  

LOTS for SALE Build your Hangar  

OWN your property 
Contact Woody or Stacy 

281-492-2130 woody@westhoustonairport.com 

OFFICE SPACE NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
LEASE Call Stacy 281-492-2130 

Sign up for Fly for Fuel    

contact Woody or Stacy 281-492-2130  

HELP IWS Stranded pilots!  

Hangar / Office B6  

For Sale.   

Ryan Cox 

(713) 714-3096  

LARGE Hangar C1,C3, C5 for SALE or Lease  

Contact Randy Nerran  713-907-4528 

FOR RENT  
CESSNA 172S SKYHAWK,  
CESSNA 172S - G1000/AIR,  

Cessna 182RG  W/ 430 
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have a back up plan? Weather and the environment may be 

top on your list for personal safety.  Are you comfortable with 

the crosswinds, have you reviewed the weather at your desti-

nation airport? How far away is your alternate airport?  These 

are just a few items to review before wheels up.   

 External pressures from the outside such as stress at 

work, passengers, delays of any type or being preoccupied 

with things at home can play a part.  Changing your personal 

minimums as necessary for each flight is a smart decision.  

 Adding a safety pilot or CFI to join the journey 

could help if your personal minimums have not been met.  

The most important thing to remember is always have a back 

up plan when your personal minimums are compromised! Fly 

Safe. Be Safe.  Come Home.  

Download the personal minimums check list from AOPA or 

FAA. 

AOPA https://www.aopa.org/-/media/Files/AOPA/Home/

Pilot-Resources/Personal-Mins-Contracts/Personal-

Minimums-Contract-VFR.pdf  

FAA https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/training/fits/

guidance/media/personal%20minimums%20checklist.pdf  

https://www.aopa.org/-/media/Files/AOPA/Home/Pilot-Resources/Personal-Mins-Contracts/Personal-Minimums-Contract-VFR.pdf
https://www.aopa.org/-/media/Files/AOPA/Home/Pilot-Resources/Personal-Mins-Contracts/Personal-Minimums-Contract-VFR.pdf
https://www.aopa.org/-/media/Files/AOPA/Home/Pilot-Resources/Personal-Mins-Contracts/Personal-Minimums-Contract-VFR.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/training/fits/guidance/media/personal%20minimums%20checklist.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/training/fits/guidance/media/personal%20minimums%20checklist.pdf


Aviation Businesses: 

West Houston Airport (Since 1962) Flight School, Pilot Supplies  Terminal Building      281-492-2130 www.westhoustonairport.com 

Calkins Aero Service (Since 1985)   Maintenance and Repairs Hangar #3 Brown East   281-579-6674       www.calkinsaero.com 

General Avionics (Since 1995)  Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East    281-647-9600       www.generalavionics.com 

Sky Aircraft  Interiors   Aircraft Upholstery   Hangar #1 White West   281-682-4454 jenni@skyaircraftinteriors.com  Dr. 

Victor Arellano  (Pilot)  FAA Medicals (by appt. only)  15410 Ridge Park Dr. , Houston, Tx 77095   281-855-2244(o)  281-460-2247(m) ww.tmauc.com  

Fast Freddy Mobile Detail  Aircraft Detailing  T-Hangar F2     281-330-9813      www.fastfreddymobiledetail.com 

National Helicopter Solutions  Helicopter  tours and charter Hangar F13     281-795-9995 www.fly-nhs.com 

RUNWAY 15 
W E S T  H O U S T O N  A I R P O R T  T E A M  

FAA Hotline 800-255-1111 

COURTNEY NICKELL, Customer Ser-

vice Representative***** 

KATY MORRISON, Customer Service 

Representative* 

BELLA PADILLA, Customer Service 

Representative 

AIRPORT CONTACTS:  P.O. Box 941789, Houston, Texas 77094-8789, 18000 Groschke Rd.,  Houston, Texas 77084-8789 

Phone: 281-492-2130,  Fax:   281-492-7028 email: info@westhoustonairport.com 

SHELLY LESIKAR deZEVALLOS, President,  shelly@westhoustonairport.com 

WOODY LESIKAR, Executive Vice President , Director of Aviation, Airport Manager  woody@westhoustonairport.com, Available 24/7      

STACY LESIKAR-MARTIN, Corporate Officer, stacy@westhoustonairport.com 

RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri;  

rich@westhoustonairport.com *x19 

RENEE STRIPLING, CFO  renee@westhoustonairport.com *11 

DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net  - volunteer 

Robert Erbrick, President, West Houston Airport Subdivision Owners Association, Inc.,  

 robert@erbrick.com - volunteer 

* Denotes years of service 

Please see website for contact and email information 

www.westhoustonairport.com 

FAA SAFETY MEETING Scott Vaughn  

dsvaughncsp@gmail.com     

2nd Shift   

SEAN FRITSCHE, Line Supervisor*6 

MATTHEW KIDD, Line Crew Technician* 

GRANT ORR,  Line  Crew Technician 

PHILLIP KMIEC, Chief  

Mechanic*6 

JIM WACHS,  

Assistant Project Manager ** 

1st Shift   

MIKE WHITE, Lead Line Supervisor, *12 

JAMES FENTON, Line Crew Technician*** 

DANIEL RENTERIA,  Line Crew Technician 

RICARDO MARTINEZ. Line Crew Technician 

All comments, complaints, and suggestions are welcome  
please send to: Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager,  
281-492-2130, woody@westhoustonairport.com  

www.westhoustonairport.com       
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JESSE GUTIERREZ, Cer tified Flight 

Instructor**** 

TRAVIS SCHUSTER, Cer tified Flight Instructor  

CHRISTIAN JONES, Cer tified Flight Instructor  

SAM TURK, 

 Security Officer *11 

Night Crew 

ERIK DITTMAR, Line Supervisor,*6 

TOBY COOKE , *5 

 

 

Jose Villatoro 

Weekend Line Su-

pervisor**** 

mailto:shelly@westhoustonairport.com
mailto:shelly@westhoustonairport.com
mailto:doehe@mail.ev1.net

